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HOLYMOORSIDE & WALTON 
PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021-2022 
 

Message from the Chairman 
 
 

 
This year our nation will be commemorating the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.  
At the age of 21 the then Princess Elizabeth said: “I declare before you all that my whole life whether it 
be long or short shall be devoted to your service.”  During her reign of seventy years, The Queen has 
gained global reputation for dedication to public duty.  Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council will 
be playing its part in commemorating the Platinum Jubilee in several ways.  This will include a Service 
of Commemoration at St. John’s Church followed by a Party in the Park in Holymoorside on 12th June.  
The Council has planted fifteen cherry trees on the Recreation Ground, which will look splendid when 
they are in full blossom.  There has been Council support for local groups wishing to celebrate the 
Jubilee too in order to promote a community approach. 
 

The Queen’s service to others is an inspirational message for Local Government in my opinion.  In this 
report the Parish Council has set out how it has worked hard to serve the community of Holymoorside 
and Walton.  The Council was pleased that its service to the local community was recognised by the 
Local Council Award Scheme being renewed once again.  It was noted that the Council demonstrates 
good governance, effective community engagement and leadership in the parish.   
 

Our work has included continued deliberations about planning issues; highlighting considerations 
about highway matters such as speeding traffic and inconsiderate parking; provision of community 
facilities and activities; promoting our actions on climate change and nature strategy; and prudent 
financial management. 
 

The Queen described the coronavirus pandemic as a “time of anxiety, of grief and of weariness.”  For 
Councils this presented various challenges such as financial impact.  Holymoorside and Walton Parish 
Council steered the budget through a perilous period in which revenue from Holymoorside Village Hall 
was significantly reduced.  You can read further information about the budget and Council precept in 
the pages of this report.   
 

In adversity, positive things do happen.  Residents of the Parish rallied to the call for donations for 
those in need during the pandemic.  One local resident played his part in supporting people during this 
difficult time.  Mark Kendall was nominated by fellow parishioners for a Pride of Parish Award in 
recognition of his community spirit.  Congratulations once again to Mark.  We look forward to 
announcing the next worthy recipient in due course.  
 

During the pandemic the trustees of Walton Village Community Centre on Walton Back Lane 
approached the Parish Council to seek support in ensuring the Centre’s future.  Five Parish Councillors 
joined the Society as trustees, along with the Clerk as Treasurer/Secretary.  The Parish Council’s stated 
aim is to secure the asset for the benefit of the local community.  We are grateful to those trustees 
who have given their time over many years on behalf of Walton Village Society.  The Council will be 
communicating a strategy for the Centre’s success in the coming months. 
 

Holymoorside and Walton Council continues to be proactive so that residents’ precept is utilised to 
enhance the local community.  We trust that the annual report provides enough evidence that we 
have promoted Parish pride throughout the last civic year.  Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Martin Thacker M.B.E 
Chairman 
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Administration 
 

Members were pleased to meet ‘in person’ again in June 2021 following the lifting of covid restrictions 
and the government legislation being cancelled for remote meetings.  Since then business has 
progressed at a pace with members adopting various new policies, including equality & diversity and 
both a bullying and harassment policy and statement for the website. Members have also reviewed 
and re-committed to their Armed Forces Covenant.  Some job re-evaluations have been completed 
and members to continue to ensure that all required legislative work is kept up to date. 
 

Cllr Katie Redford was co-opted on to the parish council in March 22 and was warmly welcomed to her 
first meeting and members wish her many years of happiness serving our community!  

 

Allotments Awards 2021 
 

At a meeting of Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council, the 
dedication of allotment holders was recognised.  Awards were 
presented for best kept allotment and most improved 
allotment.  Although awards are recognition of work 
undertaken on allotments over the last twelve months, they 
also reflected perseverance during the pandemic.  Chairman of 
the Council, Councillor Martin Thacker said: “the pandemic has 
presented difficulties for everyone.  However, the award 
winners have continued to tend their plots and demonstrate 
the positive benefits of having an allotment.  The Council 

continues to be impressed by the high standards of care shown by allotment holders.” 
 

Pictured are Mr & Mrs Middleton, winners of the Best Kept Allotment 2021, Mr Boyer, winner of the Most Improved Allotment 
2021 and Parish Council Chairman, Cllr Martin Thacker M.B.E. 
 

Allotments are still available and enquiries are welcome from members of the public who may be 
interested in an allotment in Holymoorside. 
 

Climate and Nature Action Strategy 
 

Hundreds of trees will soon be taking root in North East  
Derbyshire, as part of a unique project to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee. 
Thanks to successful bids to the Local Authority Treescapes 
Fund, North East Derbyshire District Council land and some 
parish council areas in the district are set to get a whole lot 
greener! 
The funding will pay for trees to be planted as part of the 
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative - a unique project created to 
mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, which invites people from across the UK to ‘Plant a Tree 
for the Jubilee’. 
Cllr Martin Thacker MBE, Chairman of North East Derbyshire District Council, planted the first tree for 
the district – a stunning Cypress Flagpole - at Holymoorside Recreation Ground. 
Cllr Thacker, who represents Brampton and Walton ward (of which Holymoorside is a part), said: 
“Protecting the environment is one of our key council aims, so we are delighted to take part in such a 
wonderful initiative to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.” 
Cllr Thacker was joined by Alan Walker, NEDDC’s Grounds Maintenance Supervisor, for the planting 
ceremony, which also saw a second tree – an Indian Bean Tree – planted in the same location. 
 

Pictured (from left): Alan Walker, NEDDC’s Grounds Maintenance Supervisor with Cllr Martin Thacker 
MBE, Chairman of North East Derbyshire District Council planting the first tree for North East 
Derbyshire District as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. 
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In Japanese folklore the Cherry, or ‘Sakura’ tree is representative of good fortune, new beginnings and 
revival.  The Cherry tree’s splendour is steeped in magic, mystery and mythology!  This may be a 
metaphor for the Monarchy.  It is fitting therefore, that Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council 
considered it appropriate to plant fifteen Cherry trees, which were provided under the Local Authority 
Treescapes Fund, on the recreation ground in Holymoorside to commemorate Her Majesty The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  It is hoped that residents will enjoy the beautiful blossom of the trees when 
they bloom. 
 

One final tree planting on the recreation ground will be by Chesterfield & District Soroptimists 
International, who have been given permission by the parish council, to plant an oak to facilitate the 
organisation’s aim in commemorating their 100 year anniversary in 2020. 
 

Other climate initiatives include working with Holymoorside Pre-school with a dedicated area provided 
them to grow seeds and plants and a £100 donation has been given to them for this purchase.  
 

The Climate and Nature Action Strategy continues to be pursued and various initiative and funding, 
including the insulation of the village hall roof, as still on-going and working party meetings are held on 
a regular basis. 
 

Communication and information 
 

The parish council offers sincere thanks to Walton residents, Mr Presswood and Mr & Mrs Plumb, who 
distribute both the newsletter and the annual report of the council four times a year.  This not only saves 
parish council funds but ensures Walton residents receive their paperwork in a timely manner.  Thanks 
are acknowledged for the advertisers who supported the newsletter in 2021; Birds Funeral Directors, 
Dave Banks Electrical, Home Instead, Ladywood Garage & Lawnmower Man.  
 

All the six noticeboards in the parish are kept up to date as is the website, where you can also find many 
other documents related to council activities, minutes, agendas, consultations and road closures. 
 

Community Events, organised by the council 
 

Members were pleased to welcome members of the public to the annual Remembrance service in 
November 2021 and there was a welcome representation from community groups, including 1st 
Holymoorside Scouts. 
 

Your parish council was pleased to be able to provide both a Hallowe’en Disco and Christmas concert, 
albeit with covid restrictions in place!  Everyone who attended greatly enjoyed the entertainment and 
agreed that it was enjoyable to be able to meet up with their neighbours and friends. 
 

Preparations are well under way for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration with a Party in the Park 
organised for the 12th June 2022.  Musical entertainment, circus performers and stalls will be on the 
recreation ground from noon and all are welcome. 
 

Finance 
 

Financial matters play a large part in council duties and government legislation is closely adhered to 
and reviewed as required.  Members were again pleased to receive a clean bill of health from the 
external auditor with no matters raising concern being raised by them. 
 

Covid obviously and a huge impact on income in the year 2021-2022 but, following extensive 
administration work, the council obtained an insurance claim payment of £5,400 and also a North East 
Derbyshire Discretionary Re-opening Grant of £4,000, which was received because it had be 
extensively demonstrated that all steps had been taken to ensure that when the hall was re-opened, 
there were stringent covid measures and documentation in place. 
A £1,000 grant was awarded towards the replacement for St John’s Church centre roof, community 
events funded, £350 to the NEDDC Chairman’s appeal for Ashgate Hospicecare and £400 towards St 
Peter’s churchyard maintenance.   Any community group can apply for a grant pending their 
consideration of the grant awarding policy. 
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Footpaths 
 

Being a rural parish ensures that there are plenty of local walks to be enjoyed and the parish council 
has a footpaths working party who consider reports of paths requiring repair and recommendations 
are made to full council.  A £495 grant is available from Derbyshire County Council and, in 2021, 
extensive clearance work on BR 25 (Dennis’ Lane) was commissioned with many positive comments 
being received as to its increased accessibility.  The grant for 2022-2023 is now available and possible 
expenditure for works to FP 26 is being considered.  
 

Footpath maps in the parish are easily located on the DCC website and visiting the ‘Derbyshire 
mapping portal’. 
 

Health & Safety 
 

Your parish council takes its responsibilities very seriously and annual tests include Portable Appliance 
Testing, Electrical Installation Condition Report, Legionella testing and an annual independent health 
and safety report commissioned.  Regular inspections are also carried out on outside furniture, the 
play equipment and defibrillator units.  In particular the defibrillator unit in Walton required urgent 
attention at Christmas-time due to an unsuccessful attempt to access the unit.   

 

Highway matters 
 

Although the parish council has no remit to deal with highway matters, they are regularly approached 
by residents in relation to parking issues, especially in the vicinity of the School.  Therefore, meetings 
with DCC representatives were held in relation to road markings and signage, which have now been 
provided.   
 

Damage to grass verges is another issue and, although the parish council has been refused a 
cultivation licence for the Pinfold Close area, support is offered to any resident who wished to apply 
for a licence on a verge near their property.  
 

On being approached on possibly supporting the ‘20’s Plenty for Derbyshire’ campaign, the parish 
council had no hesitation in agreeing that this is a worthy campaign and updates are regularly received 
in relation to this matter. 
 

Following the parish council’s aim to provide vehicle activated signs, but being unable to because of 
DCC policy, the news that this policy is being reviewed and the council may well be able to provide 
some signage was welcomed.  However, this initiative is still in its early stages and may take many 
months before it comes to fruition.    

 

Local Council Awards Scheme 
 

The Local Council Award Scheme (LCAS) was 
designed to celebrate the successes of the very 
best local councils.  The scheme offers councils 
the opportunity to show they meet rigorous 
standards set by the sector, assessed by their 
peers. 
Holymoorside and Walton Council is pleased that 
its service to the local community has been 
recognised by the renewal of the LCAS award.  In 
doing so, assessors noted how the Council 
demonstrates good governance, effective 
community engagement and leadership in the 
parish. 

 

Pictured is Councillor Martin Thacker M.B.E. and Parish Clerk, Kate Brailsford with the LCAS award certificate. 
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Memorial Seat 
 

A stalwart of Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council 

has had a community bench dedicated in his 

memory.  Norman Wragg, who died in 2020, served as a 

Parish Councillor for more than half a century.  He often 

liked to sit outside the Countryside Store in the village of 

Holymoorside and chat to local residents.  The Parish 

Council thought it would be a fitting tribute to have a 

seat placed outside the shop in memory of Norman.  A 

dedication ceremony was led by the Reverend Nick 

Green, accompanied by people from the village.  The 

Chairman of the Council, Cllr. Martin Thacker said that Norman Wragg was a true servant of the 

community and “it is only right and proper that Norman’s love of Holymoorside is remembered in this 

way.”    Pictured is Reverend Nick Green with Councillor Martin Thacker M.B.E at Norman’s bench. 

 

Outside 
 

Your parish council were approached by residents in relation to the possible removal of the seats and 
benches at the bottom of the recreation ground and, following detailed discussion with residents, it 
was resolved that they remain in situ.  However, to try and alleviate any possible disturbance to the 
residents of Riverside Crescent, some tree have now been planted to try and screen the area.   
 

A new litter bin was placed on the play area and a seat provided near the changing rooms in memory 
of a past resident by their family members.  However, a recent request for another seat on the parish 
land had to be refused due to the lack of suitable locations on the recreation ground.   
 

A new flagpole has been fitted so a flag can be flown all the time.  However, at Christmas it did suffer 
from some vandalism meaning costs were incurred to repair and make it safe.   
 

Finally, following a request from the residents at The Alders, a grit bin was provided for their use.  The 
parish does benefit from a large number of grit bins throughout the parish and, due to the 
implementation of an agreement with DCC, grit is supplied free of charge and the council undertakes 
to refill when required.  However, when the bins are emptied for personal use it can cause hardship 
for others as the grit provided is for use on public highways only. 
   

Pride of Parish Award 2021 
 

At the Annual Meeting of the Holymoorside and Walton Parish the community spirit of a local resident 
was recognised.  Coronavirus has had a significant impact on the lives of many.  Residents of 
Holymoorside and Walton have rallied round to the call for donations for those in need during the 
pandemic.  However, residents have been particularly appreciative of Mark Kendall.  Mark is the 
proprietor of a community-based shop who played his part in supporting those in need. 

The Council received a number of nominations when 
deciding who should be the recipient of the 2021 
Pride of Parish Award, all of them for Mark.  In 
presenting Mark with the award at the Annual 
Meeting, the Parish Chairman Cllr, Martin Thacker 
said: "throughout a difficult period for us all, Mark 
Kendall has gone that extra mile.  The award is a 
token of appreciation for all he has done for others 
during the pandemic." 

Pictured; Mr Mark Kendall with Parish Council Chairman, Cllr M 
Thacker 
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Sports & leisure facilities 
 

The tennis courts have benefitted from moss treatment again and the courts look in a pristine 
condition.  The club has been given approval to place new signage and  seat at the facilities and new 
members are always welcomed by the club.  The bowling green continues to be maintained to a high 
standard an both clubs are a credit to the parish.     
 

Somersall Rangers Football Club junior teams continue their use of the recreation ground for both 
training and matches and the parish council is pleased to be able to offer this facility for the younger 
generations. 
 

A new gardener has been appointed for the play area, tennis and bowling perimeters, allotment and 
memorial garden work.   Your parish council takes great pride in maintaining the facilities for all 
residents of the parish  
 

Staff 
 

The council employs four members of staff. 

• Mrs Kate Brailsford – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.  She has worked for the council 
since July 1999 and obtained the Certificate in Local Policy Studies from the University of 
Gloucester in 2005.  She is on a programme of continuous professional development and attends 
a variety of training courses in order to keep up with current legislation. 

• Mrs Marion Dale – Administration Assistant. Marion has worked for the council since September 
2007 taking bookings for the village hall and carrying out other duties related to the hall. 

• Mr Neil Chaplin – Caretaker/Cleaner has been in the council’s employment since August 2010.  

• Mr Vincent Payne – Caretaker/Cleaner has been in the council’s employment since April 2018. 
 

The parish council takes great care in relation to its responsibility for employment issues and a Human 
Resources company is retained to provide help and advice on all personnel issues and multiple personnel 
meetings have been held during this civic year.  
 

The council will be appointing another caretaker to assist with various duties and holiday and illness 
cover, and this is expected to be completed in Spring or early Summer. 
 

Village hall 
 

The hall continues to be maintained to a high standard and usage is increasing since the pandemic.  A 
new bar provider has been appointed and positive comments form hirers in relation to this have been 
received.  A new boiler has been fitted, due to the breakdown of the previous one which had been in 
place for approximately twelve years.  The roof has benefitted from repairs and the car park re-marked 
out.   
 

Members have dealt with correspondence from various hirers in relation to late cancellations and each 
case was considered on its merits as to whether a refund be issued or not.  The has, again, been no 
increase in fees for this year and members have already decided that there will be no increase for 2022-
2023.   
 

Walton Village Society 
 

Following the Trustees and Treasurer of Walton Village Society (WVS) at Walton Development Centre 
(Walton village hall) wishing to resign en-bloc the parish council were approached to see if they could 
help and appoint new Trustees and five members of the parish council agreed to become Trustees and 
the council Clerk as Secretary & Treasurer.   
 

Whilst this facility is currently run by the Trustees and is not the responsibility of the parish council, 
some administrative support is being provided, with the this being paid for from WVS funds.  However, 
it is anticipated that the aim would be for Walton village hall to become a parish council asset and, 
ultimately, be run by the council.  This initiative is still in its very early stage and a consultation and 
legal process will be strictly adhered to.    
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Financial Information for year 2021 to 2022 
 

 

 Income 
2020-2021 

Income  
2021-2022 

   

Precept/Council Tax Support Grant 60688.21 63195.00 
Interest 33.20 5.65 

Allotment rents 471.00 430.00 

Village hall 7051.63 28622.35 
Football/recreation ground 700.00 710.00 

Tennis/bowling rent/repairs/donation payments 5803.40 8818.90 
Footpath grant 00.00 320.00 

Other receipts 10395.00 617.12 
Newsletter 560.00 160.00 

VAT 5583.59 3223.58 

TOTAL 91286.03 106102.60 
 

 Expenditure 
2020-2021 

Expenditure 
2021-2022 

Sports/outside maintenance 25089.70 19061.87 
Administration & administration salaries 29814.86 30149.30 

VH & VH salaries 33976.65 33625.24 

S137 500.00 1928.38 
Footpaths 00.00 320.00 

VAT 5218.07 2814.81 
TOTAL                   94599.28 87899.60 

   
   

 
Council Precept 

 

The precept for 2021-2022 was set at £63195.00 with financial matters proved difficult due to the loss 
of income from the village hall and careful management of funds was, as usual, paramount.   However, 
the business interruption grant and NEDDC Discretionary Re-opening Grant both helped to bolster the 
village hall income.  Savings were, and continue to be made where possible, including a reduction in 
refuse collection and careful management of the heating system being just two of the measures being 
implemented. 
 
The precept for 2022 to 2023 has been set at £66355, an approximate increase of 4.54% the parish 
council will be utilising these and existing funds for projects, such as railings around the play area and 
the possible provision of vehicle activated signs, both which will entail considerable expenditure.  
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HOLYMOORSIDE & WALTON PARISH COUNCIL - ATTENDANCE OF COUNCILLORS 2021-2022 
 

Council & 
Committee 
Meetings  
2021 to 2022 

FL 
May 
21 

FL 
June 
21 

FL July 
21 

FL/FI 
July 
21 

S&L 
July 
21 

FL Aug 
21 

PC 
Aug 
21 

FL 
Oct 
21 

FL 
Nov 
21 

FL 
Dec 
21 

FL 
Jan 22 

PC 
Jan 22 

FL 
Feb 
22 

PC 
Feb 
22 

FI 
Feb 22 

FL 
Mar 
22 

FL 
April 

22 

AUDREY BRODERICK P P P P N/A P P P P P A A P P P P P 

ANN GRINBERGS A P P P N/A P N/A P A P P N/A P N/A P A P 

DIANA HINCHLIFFE A P P P N/A P N/A P P P P N/A P N/A P - P 

ALAN HOLMES P P A P N/A P P P A P P P P P P P A 

PAT MASKREY P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

DENISE PHELPS P P P A N/A P N/A P P P A N/A P N/A P P P 

KATIE REDFORD N/A P A 

JEFF SWALLOW P A P P P A A A A A P P P P A P P 

MARTIN THACKER P P P A P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

PAUL TRUSCOTT P P P P P P P A P P P P A A P P P 

 

Attendance Codes Type of Meeting  

 R – remote  

P indicates present at the meeting      P – Personnel committee 

A indicates absent and apology accepted   FL – Full council meeting 
 indicates no apology or not accepted FI – Full council meeting called expressly to deal with financial matters 
N/A indicates not on the committee S&L  - Sports & Leisure committee 
 E-O – Extra-ordinary-full council 



Page 10 of 12 
 

 

 
CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Holymoorside 

Mrs A Broderick – 2 School Court, Holymoorside, Chesterfield, S42 7DL. Tel: 567314 

Mrs D Hinchliffe – 57 Loads Road, Holymoorside, Chesterfield, S42 7ET. Tel: 566894 

Mr A Holmes – 37 Loads Road, Holymoorside, Chesterfield, S42 7ET. Tel: 07414 806833 

Mrs P Maskrey – 9 Heather Way, Holymoorside, Chesterfield, S42 7EX. Tel: 568561  

Mrs D Phelps – 2 Moorlawn Avenue, Holymoorside, Chesterfield, S42 7EL. Tel: 07542 398803 

Mrs K Redford – 253 Walton Back Lane, Chesterfield, S42 7AA. Tel: c/o 07462 175167   

Mr P Truscott – 26 New Road, Holymoorside, Chesterfield, S42 7EN. Tel: 566252 

Walton 

Mr M Thacker (Chairman) – 198 Walton Road, Walton, Chesterfield, S40 3BS. Tel: 275981 

Mrs A Grinbergs – 6 Beeley View, Walton, Chesterfield S42 7HY. Tel: 567118 

Mr J Swallow – 7 Lodge Farm Close, Walton, Chesterfield, S42 7LF. Tel: 567208 

Clerk – Mrs Kate Brailsford – The Village Hall, Holymoor Road, Holymoorside, Chesterfield,  
S42 7DX: Tel: 07462 175167 or e-mail: clerk@holymoorsideandwaltonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

Village hall bookings-Mrs Marion Dale– The Village Hall, Holymoor Road, Holymoorside, 
Chesterfield, S42 7DX: Tel; 01246 569882 or e-mail 
bookings@holymoorsideandwaltonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
OTHER USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

North East Derbyshire District Councillors – Mr M Thacker 198 Walton Road, Walton, Chesterfield, 
S40 3BS. Tel: 275981 and  
Mr P Elliott – 34 Riggotts Way, Cutthorpe, Chesterfield S42 7AW. Tel: 01246 551737 
  
Derbyshire County Councillor – Ms Angelique Foster, email: angelique.foster@derbyshire.gov.uk 
or phone Mobile: 07970 741781 or post 29 Burns Drive, Dronfield, S18 1NJ. 
 

Member of Parliament – Lee Rowley, e-mail: lee.rowley.mp@parliament.uk Tel: 01246 439222 or 
post Eckington Business Centre Market St, Eckington, Sheffield, S21 4JH. 
 

Police – Tel: 101 for none-urgent reports of crime or general information.  All other emergency calls 
must be made to 999. 
 

Non-urgent Fire & Rescue – Administration and fire safety information is available for Tel: 01332 
771221.  Emergency calls should be made to 999. 
 

Healthcare – The 111 service in Derbyshire is available 24 hours a day and can provide help with 
enquiries about health information as well as whether you need to see a GP, pharmacist or need an 
ambulance.  Emergency calls must be made to 999. 

mailto:clerk@holymoorsideandwaltonparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:bookings@holymoorsideandwaltonparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:angelique.foster@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:lee.rowley.mp@parliament.uk
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County, District and Parish Councils’ Responsibility 
 

 
Parish Council 

The Village Hall, Holymoor Road, 
Holymoorside, Chesterfield 

Tel: 01246 865566 
 

North East Derbyshire District 
Council 

2013 Mill Lane, Chesterfield, S42 6NG 
Tel: 01246 231111 

 

Derbyshire County Council 
County Hall, Matlock, Derbyshire, 

DE4 3AG 
Tel: 08456 058058 or 01629 533190 

 
Allotments Anti-social behaviour Adult community education 

Bush shelter Bulk Waste/refuse collection Disability services 
Car park at the village hall Council tax Flooding 

Changing rooms Dangerous animals Gold travel cards 
Defibrillator Dog wardens Highways 

Dog bins Elections Libraries 
Footpaths-minor repairs Environmental health Potholes 

Grit-bins Fly tipping Schools 
Holymoorside village hall Housing Social services 

Noticeboards Pest control Street lighting 
Outside seats Planning permission Street repairs 

Play area Recycling Trading standards 
Recreation ground Rykneld Homes services Traffic & transport 

Sports Maintenance-Tennis & Bowling Street cleaning Waste disposal sites 
War Memorial and garden  Youth service 
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Report from District Councillor – Martin Thacker M.B.E. 
 

In April 2021 I was 
elected as the 35th 
Chairman of North 
East Derbyshire 
District Council, the 
first Councillor from 
Brampton and Walton 
Ward to serve in this 
role.  The chain of 
office of the Council 
Chairman displays the 
coat of arms of the 
District.  The arms bear 
witness to the area’s 
mining past and its 
riches as a rural place.  
The chain’s links are 
symbolic of 

togetherness.  I would like to think the role of Council Chairman is one that brings every community 
across North East Derbyshire together.  It certainly has been the case in this Ward. 
 

Jean and I have been overwhelmed by the amazing support of residents who have helped us to raise 
funds for our chosen charity, Ashgate Hospice.  Examples include joining me for the sponsored Village 
Gems walk in the Parish during July; Holymoorside Bowling Club staging a fantastic community day; 
Holymoorside and Walton Arts’ Festival Society putting on memorable ‘Musical and Movies’ events 
and assisting with the Christmas Concert.  People from the Ward have attended our events throughout 
the year and individuals have gone ‘above and beyond’ to help Jean and myself raise funds for a 
worthy cause.  While thousands of pounds have been realised for Ashgate, it has been heart-warming 
to witness the local community coming together in the way it has.  Jean and I thank all who have aided 
us during our year in office.  
 

As District Councillor, I have continued to campaign for measures to combat speeding through the 
Ward.  I signed up for the 20’s Plenty Campaign, which has three asks of the County Council: introduce 
20 mph limits county wide on roads which are currently 30 mph; recognise the public health benefits 
of 20 mph and utilise money from the public health budget to help fund it; and lobby central 
Government to make changes nationally.  I am aware of concerns about speeding on Matlock Road 
and various accidents, including one where the road was blocked and emergency crews called out.  
DCC’s order to reduce the speed limit from 40 MPH to 30 MPH on that road can’t come soon enough. 
 

I attended a public meeting at Brookfield School along with many residents to discuss plans for the 
East West Chesterfield Cycle Path.  Holymoorside residents have been in touch with me to raise 
concerns about the plans.  I share worries about safety for pedestrians and cyclists given that 
Chatsworth Road is extremely busy.  There is support for the Holymoorside to Somersall cycle route.  
 

I am pleased to report that a joint meeting I organised with Rynkeld Homes and residents of The Alders 
led to positive outcomes including individual concerns raised by homeowners being dealt with; and 
agreement that handrails on the bridges are to be replaced by a specialist contractor.  
 

I am appreciative of feedback from the Parish and thank you for your support.  I continue to be proud 
to represent the Ward as District Councillor and serve this community.   
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