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Foreword 
On behalf of Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council, I am pleased to present the 
submission draft Neighbourhood Plan for Holymoorside and Walton. 

A Neighbourhood Plan is a new planning tool, which enables communities to set out local 
planning policies to help determine planning applications for new development.  The Plan 
sets out a vision for the future of the area it covers.  It gives us the opportunity to shape 
our own future, rather than have others determine what will happen. 

A Steering Group was set up by the Parish Council, comprising Parish Councillors and 
members of the community.  The Group has worked ardently over the last 18 months to 
prepare this draft plan.  It draws extensively on what you, as residents and other 
interested persons and parties, have told us through displays, consultation meetings etc., 
is important to you. 

We are fortunate to live in such a beautiful parish.  There were a number of clear 
messages that came through the consultation process, namely; a desire to protect and 
enhance the countryside and open spaces within the settlements, focusing housing in 
sustainable locations and ensuring development reinforces the local distinctiveness of the 
area. 

This Plan reflects these views, by seeking to retain and enhance those elements that we 
value most, whilst recognising opportunities that will enable us to grow sustainably into 
the future. 

 

Councillor Martin Thacker MBE 

Chairman of the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
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1.0 Introduction 
The Holymoorside and Walton Parish Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) is a new type of planning 
document that gives local people greater control and say over how their community develops 
and evolves.  It is a key part of the Government’s new approach to planning, as set out in the 
2011 ‘Localism Act’.   As the Plain English Guide to the Localism Act 2011 states, “Instead of local 
people being told what to do, the Government thinks that local communities should have 
genuine opportunities to influence the future of the places where they live”.  

The designated area, which accords with the boundary of Holymoorside and Walton Parish, is 
shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1 The Holymoorside and Walton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 

The Plan sets out a framework to guide the future development of Holymoorside and Walton 
Parish, and identifies clear policies to realise this plan.  It gives the residents of Holymoorside and 
Walton Parish the power to control where new development should go and what it should look 
like, and which areas of land should be protected from development.   It will help ensure that any 
future development meets the needs of the community, and help protect the Parish from 
uncoordinated and unsustainable development. 
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The Plan has been subject to formal public consultation and independent Examination.  The 
Examiner’s Report was issued in September 2017.  In this report, the Examiner recommended 
that, subject to a number of modifications, the Holymoorside and Walton Neighbourhood Plan 
should proceed to a Referendum. 

The modifications proposed by the Examiner are incorporated in this Plan. 

Once made, the Plan will form part of the statutory Development Plan for North East Derbyshire.  
This means that it must be taken into account when considering planning decisions affecting 
Holymoorside and Walton Parish. 

2.0 How the Neighbourhood Plan was Prepared 
The Plan was prepared by Holymoorside and Walton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  
This Steering Group comprises members of the local community and local parish councillors with 
the support of North East Derbyshire District Council and consultants Yourlocale and under the 
direction of Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council (the Accountable Body for the Plan). 

The Plan is based on robust evidence.  This includes extensive consultation and engagement with 
the residents of Holymoorside and Walton, and other bodies and individuals with a strong 
interest in the Parish together with statistical information.   

3.0 How the Neighbourhood Plan Fits in to the Planning System 
The right for communities to prepare Neighbourhood Plans was established through the Localism 
Act 2011, which set out the general rules governing their preparation. One of the main rules 
governing the preparation of a neighbourhood plan is that it must meet a set of Basic Conditions 
including having regard for national policies and being compatible with EU obligations.  A 
neighbourhood plan must also be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in 
the Development Plan for the area.  In the case of Holymoorside and Walton Parish, the Plan will 
need to be in general conformity with the saved policies in the North East Derbyshire Local Plan 
2001 -2011.   

The Plan has been produced in parallel with an emerging new Local Plan.  An initial draft of the 
Local Plan was prepared in 2015, but was effectively withdrawn.  The Consultation Draft North 
East Derbyshire Local Plan (2011 – 2033) was published in February 2017.  In accordance with 
the National Planning Guidance, the reasoning and justification to support the emerging Local 
Plan has been used to guide the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan.  Furthermore, there has 
been dialogue with North East Derbyshire District Council regarding the relationship between the 
policies in the emerging and now draft Local Plan, the adopted Local Plan and the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

Whilst planning applications will still be determined by North East Derbyshire District Council, 
and in special circumstances Derbyshire County Council, in doing so they will be required to have 
regard to the provisions of the Neighbourhood Plan and check whether the proposed 
development is in accordance with the policies contained in the Plan.  This means that local 
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people will have a far greater power of where development takes place and what it looks like in 
Holymoorside and Walton.   

4.0 The Plan, its Purpose and What We Want it to Achieve 

The Plan area encompasses the whole of the Parish of Holymoorside and Walton and covers the 
period up to 2033, a timescale which deliberately mirrors that of the Draft North East Derbyshire 
Local Plan.  

The main purpose of the Plan is not to duplicate national or district wide (i.e. North East 
Derbyshire) planning policies, but to sit alongside these, to add value through more detailed 
policies specific to Holymoorside and Walton Parish. Where there are national and district wide 
planning policies that meet the needs and requirements of the Parish they are not repeated here.   
Instead, it focuses on those planning issues which consultation shows matter most to the 
community, and to which the Plan can add the greatest additional value. These include policies 
that: 

 Ensure that development takes place in the most sustainable locations; 

 Encourage the right types of development that meet local needs; 

 Protect important buildings and structures of historic and architectural interest; 

 Protect important community facilities and shops; 

 Promote high quality design in new development; 

 Protect the countryside and special landscape; 

 Protect open spaces that are important to the community and/or wildlife; and 

 Seek ways of addressing the problems of traffic congestion. 

It is important to note that when using the Plan to form a view on a development proposal or a 
policy issue, the policies contained in it must be considered together. 

While every effort has been made to make the main body of this Plan easy to read and 
understand, the wording of the actual policies is necessarily more formal so that they comply 
with statutory requirements. 

The Plan is a live document, which will be kept under review and will change over time in 
response too new and changing needs and requirements. 

5.0 How the Plan Supports Sustainable Development  

According to the key national planning document; the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF), the purpose of the planning system is to contribute to sustainable development.  

The goal of sustainable development is to enable all people to satisfy their basic needs and to 
enjoy a better quality of life, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own social, economic and environmental needs.  
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The NPPF carries a presumption in favour of sustainable development. It states that there are 
three dimensions to sustainable development: social, environmental and economic, all of which 
are important and interrelated.   In accordance with this, the Plan’s aims and policies are centred 
on the achievement of sustainable development, including by: 

a) Social 

 Safeguard existing open space for the enjoyment of residents;  

 To protect existing community facilities and shops; and  

 To deliver a mix of housing types, so that it can meet the needs of present and future 

generations. 

b) Environmental 

 To ensure that housing development is of the right quantity and type in the right location, so 

that it does not harm but instead positively reflects the existing and historic character of the 

area; 

 To protect important open spaces from development,  

 To ensure that the design of development enhances the Parish’s special character and 

identity; 

 To protect and, where possible, improve biodiversity and important habitats; and 

 To make provision for improved pedestrian and cycling facilities. 

c) Economic 

 To protect existing employment uses; 

 To support appropriate small scale business development and expansion; and 

 To encourage appropriate start-up businesses and home working. 
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6.0 About Holymoorside and Walton Parish  

The Parish comprises two distinct, historic settlements; Holymoorside and Walton. The majority 
of its population and services are concentrated in these two settlements, while within and 
surrounding them are large areas of open spaces and countryside. 

The Parish lies approximately two miles west from the town of Chesterfield and twelve miles’ 
south-west of the City of Sheffield.  

The Parish, covers an area of close 
to 1,500 hectares, and lies in the 
valley of the River Hipper and the 
surrounding countryside is mostly 
in agricultural use with some 
woodland, parkland and 
recreational uses. It has a 
particularly attractive and varied 
landscape on the edge of the Peak 
District National Park.  The vast 
majority of the Parish is washed 
over by Green Belt. 

At 1.5 persons per hectare its 
population density is well below 
the district (3.6) and national averages (4.1).  In 2011 it had a population of 2,233 (up 3% or 59) 
from 2001.  Reflecting the national trend, it has an ageing population.  The proportion of young 
people in the Parish is below district and national averages. 

The built environment is generally good.  There are a number of buildings and structures that 
have been identified as having national and historic interest, including many Listed Buildings and 
Ancient Monuments (see figures 2 and 3). 

The Parish is a popular area in which to live and demand for new homes is strong.  The housing 
stock is generally good.  The main tenure is owner occupied (83%, compared to 63% nationally), 
and other forms of tenure such as rented (both private and social) are relatively low.  The fit 
between demand and the available type and tenure of housing is an issue, as well as is the 
affordability of existing and new housing.  Average house prices are relatively high. 

Levels of economic activity in the Parish are high.  There are some employment opportunities in 
the Parish; however, the vast majority of residents generally travel, many by car, outside the 
Parish for work.  A relatively high proportion of residents work from home (6.9%, compared to 
the national average of 3.5%). 

The majority of people living in the Parish use a car.  85% of households have access to a car, 
compared to 74% nationally.   There is some public transport provision.  It has a good and popular 
network of footpaths and bridleways. 

Its strategic and accessible location in relation to the main road network and the main urban 
centres such as Chesterfield and Sheffield means that it is subject to considerable through traffic 
especially at peak times 
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Figure 2 Listed Buildings  

 

Figure 3 Scheduled Monuments 
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Figure 3 Scheduled Monuments  
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Figure 4 Green Belt 
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Policies  
7.0 A Sustainable Holymoorside and Walton Parish 

7.1 A presumption in favour of sustainable development 

The purpose of the UK Planning System, as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF), is to contribute to sustainable development.   

The goal of sustainable development is to enable all people to satisfy their basic needs and to 
enjoy a better quality of life, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own, social and environmental needs. 

The NPPF carries a presumption in favour of sustainable development as does the draft North 
East Derbyshire Local Plan. 

Achieving sustainable development is also at the heart of this Plan.   Its aims and policies are 
centred on furthering it. 

The Parish Council will take a positive approach to the consideration of development proposals 
that contribute to sustainable development.   This includes working with the North East 
Derbyshire District Council, Derbyshire County Council, the local community, developers and 
other partners to encourage development proposals, which clearly demonstrate how sustainable 
development has been considered and addressed and that meets the need of the community. 
 
 

7.2 Settlement Development Limits for Holymoorside and Walton 

One of the key ways to achieve the sustainable development is to direct development to the 
most appropriate locations.  A core principle of the NPPF identifies that planning should take 
account of the different roles and character of different areas, protect the Green Belts and 
recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside.  

The Parish comprises the two settlements of Holymoorside and Walton interspersed with large 
areas of open countryside.  It is mainly rural in nature. 

Holymoorside and Walton have been identified in the Consultation Draft Local Plan (the Draft 
Local Plan) as Level 3 in the settlement hierarchy.  The Draft Local Plan states that a ‘settlement’s 
position in the hierarchy reflects its relative sustainability derived from scores associated with 
population level, facilities and services, employment opportunities and public transport 
provision.’  Level 3 settlements are described as those ‘with limited sustainability.’1   

The Draft Local Plan does not allocate housing to Level 3 settlements (over and above the existing 
commitments), but does support sustainable development within Settlement Development 
Limits.  

The Plan supports the directing of limited development to the settlements of Holymoorside and 
Walton.   Focusing limited development to these settlements will help to support existing services 
                                                           
1 North East Derbyshire Local Plan (2011-2033) Consultation Draft. February 2017. 
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and facilities improve its sustainability and provide a focal point for use by residents in the two 
settlements, as well as the wider Parish.  It will also minimise the need for car journeys and 
maintain the physical and visual separation of the distinct settlements of Holymoorside and 
Walton.  In addition, it reflects the need to avoid development that may harm the distinctive and 
beautiful countryside of the Parish, much of which is protected by Green Belt status, and has 
been identified of being of special landscape value. 

Both Holymoorside and Walton have existing Limits to Development to define the built-up area 
of these settlements.   These were developed by North East Derbyshire District Council in 2005. 

The original intention was for the Plan to update the existing Settlement Development Limit for 
these settlements.  The main aim being to bring it up to date by reflecting the current settlement 
pattern by re drawing the boundary to take into account any sites adjacent to the exiting 
settlement development limit which have been developed or have planning permission since the 
original boundary was introduced.   

However, following discussions with North East Derbyshire District Council it is proposed that the 
Settlement Development Limits are not revised through the Plan.  Instead it is considered more 
effective and efficient if this was undertaken as part of the District wide review of settlement 
development limits, to be published alongside the Publication version of the Draft Local Plan. 

The existing Settlement Development Limits for Holymoorside and Walton are shown at 
appendix 2 and 3. Within the defined Settlement Development Limits small scale, sustainable 
development will be viewed 
sympathetically.  Furthermore, 
as the vast majority of the area 
within each of the Settlement 
Development Limits is 
residential, any proposal will also 
generally need to be compatible 
with a residential area. 

In addition, much of the built-up 
parts of Holymoorside and 
Walton have developed at 
relatively low densities.  There 
are substantial areas of verge 
and green spaces in the two main 
settlements, and many 
properties are set within 
relatively large grounds and 
gardens.  These spaces between and around these buildings contribute significantly to the 
distinctive character of these settlements as well as a visual ad physical link and transition to the 
surrounding countryside.  When considering development proposals, it is therefore also 
important to have regard to the impact the proposed development will have on the setting and 
layout of the surrounding area.    
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POLICY S1 SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT LIMITS 

Within the defined Settlement Development Limits for Holymoorside and Walton (see 
Appendices 2 and 3), development which is consistent with the sustainability of the 
Parish will be supported where it: 

a) Is small scale, and reflects the size, character and level of service provision of 
Holymoorside and Walton; 

b) Does not result in the loss of, or adversely affect, a designated local green 
space or community facility in accordance with Policy NE1 and Policy SCF1, 
respectively; 

c) Retains boundaries and features such as trees, hedges, streams and walls 
(especially dry stone) which either contribute to the landscape character, 
visual amenity or are important for their ecological value; 

d) Conserves important views and vistas in accordance with Policy NE4; 
e) Retains and where possible, enhances the distinctive qualities of the special 

and attractive landscape in which Holymoorside and Walton is situated in 
accordance with Policy NE5; 

f) Preserves and where possible, enhances the setting of any nationally or locally 
important heritage asset, where the setting of that heritage asset would be 
affected by the proposal in accordance with policies BE1, BE2  
and BE3;  

g) Does not reduce garden/green space to an extent where it adversely affects 
the distinctive character of the Parish or the amenity of the proposed occupiers 
of the new development or adjacent properties/uses;  

h) Is compatible with neighbouring properties or uses by way of privacy, daylight, 
noise, visual intrusion or amenity;  

i) Will not increase the likelihood of crime or anti-social behaviour;  
j) Ensures that any traffic generation and parking impact created does not result 

in an unacceptable severe direct or cumulative impact on congestion or road 
and pedestrian safety in accordance with Policy TA1; and 

k) Is not affected by land instability or contamination, or where it is affected by 
land instability and contamination, necessary investigations and proposals for 
remediation are undertaken in accordance with national and local regulations. 

 

7.3 Development outside the Settlement Development Limits of 
Holymoorside and Walton 

In planning terms, land outside of a defined Settlement Development Limits is treated as 
countryside.    

There is strong support for this land to continue as countryside.  Since historic times, 
Holymoorside and Walton has been, and largely remains, a rural parish.   Outside the settlements 
of Holymoorside and Walton, the land is overwhelmingly open and undeveloped in nature and 
the overall appearance of the countryside remains much as it would have been 100 years ago, 
despite a degree of modern development. 
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This countryside is one of the Parish’s most valued characteristics, as underlined by the findings 
of the consultation held during the development of this Plan.  Residents wish to see this open 
countryside protected and, wherever possible, enhanced for its own sake as an attractive, 
accessible and non-renewable natural resource, as well as to avoid less sustainable forms of 
development and prevent urban sprawl including the coalescence of the distinct settlements 
Holymoorside and Walton into nearby town and villages. 

This strong presumption against development in the open countryside also accords with local 
and national policy.  The countryside surrounding the settlements of Holymoorside and Walton 
is designated as Green Belt.  This is a national designation, the main purpose of which is to protect 
the land around large urban centres from urban sprawl by keeping land permanently 
open.   Within the Green Belt, development is strictly controlled and only allowed in very special 
circumstances.  The Plan supports and endorses national and district policies for the Green Belt 
in Holymoorside and Walton, which emphasise its importance, its continuing role and that 
development in the open countryside should only take place in very special circumstances.   
 
POLICY S2 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS OUTSIDE THE DEFINED SETTLEMENT 
DEVELOPMENT LIMITS FOR HOLYMOORSIDE AND WALTON 

Land outside the defined Holymoorside and Walton Settlement Development Limits 
will be treated as open countryside, which will be protected for the sake of its intrinsic 
character and beauty.  This area is Green Belt where development will only be 
permitted in very special circumstances unless it is considered “not inappropriate” 
having regard to national and Local Plan policies for the Green Belt. 

 

8.0 Housing 
Holymoorside and Walton Parish is a popular and attractive place to live.   It is easily accessible 
from major towns and cities such as Chesterfield and Sheffield, and has a very good natural and 
built environment; as a consequence, there is a strong demand for housing in the Parish.   

In 2011 there were 1,001 dwellings in the Parish, an increase of 70 dwellings (or 8%) since 2001, 
a rate of increase that is higher than the district wide average (6%).  This increase was primarily 
the result of new house building, in particular the construction of 20 new dwellings as part of the 
Belmont Park development in Holymoorside. 

Neighbourhood plans are required to support the strategic development needs set out in Local 
Plans.  The Draft Local Plan has set a housing target of 6,600 new homes between 2011 and 2033 
across the district and seeks to direct new growth to the most sustainable settlements based on 
the Settlement Hierarchy and to Strategic Sites. 

Holymoorside and Walton have been identified as Level 3 Settlements, described as ‘settlements 
with limited sustainability.’  The Draft Local Plan states that ‘there will be no housing allocations 
in Level 3 settlements (over and above existing commitments), although windfall developments 
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of appropriate scale may be acceptable in line with criteria based Policy SS12 or an adopted 
Neighbourhood Plan.’2 

8.1 Windfall Sites 

The Plan recognises that so me  future h ou s in g development will help to support and 
enhance local amenities, such as shops, to ensure a stable, balanced and more sustainable 
community. 

The consultation, however, shows that the vast majority of parishioners do not wish to see major 
new housing developments in the Parish, especially as this would result in a significant change in 
the character of the Parish and lead to an increase in the need to travel by car.   

Whilst the Draft Local Plan does not seek to allocate housing in Holymoorside and Walton, the 
Neighbourhood Plan recognises that there may be opportunities for small scale, limited housing 
development in suitable and sustainable locations. 

Windfall sites are small infill or redevelopment/conversion sites that come forward 
unexpectedly, and which have not been specifically identified for new housing in a planning 
document.  These sites often comprise redundant or underutilised buildings, including former 
farm buildings, or a small gap within an existing frontage of buildings and can range from small 
sites suitable for only a single dwelling to sites with a capacity for up to five dwellings. 

Such sites have made a regular contribution towards the housing supply in the Parish at an 
average of under 1 new dwelling a year.  This is a trend which is expected to continue.  

The consultation shows that the community is generally comfortable with this scale of 
development.  In particular, it will help the community to grow and support important services.  
Also, if properly planned, the scale of development should not place undue pressure on local 
services and facilities, nor detract from the distinctive character of the Parish, including the Green 
Belt protection afforded to much of it. 

It is recognised that there remain opportunities for windfall development over the lifetime of the 
Plan.  This is subject to any proposals being suitably designed and located, and meeting all 
relevant requirements set out in other policies in this Plan and other relevant plans and 
strategies.   

It also recognised that proposals for infill and redevelopment sites may come forward outside 
the defined Limits to Development for Holymoorside and Walton for example, the conversion of 
a disused barn in a rural location. In these instances, they should be considered in accordance 
with relevant policies in this Plan and district wide and national planning policies concerning 
development in the countryside. 

POLICY H1 SMALL INFILL AND REDEVLOPMENT SITES 

Development proposals for small infill and redevelopment sites for new housing within the 
defined Settlement Development Limits for Holymoorside and Walton will be sympathetically 
considered where they are in accordance with relevant policies in the Plan (especially policy 
S1). 

                                                           
2 North East Derbyshire Local Plan (2011-2033) Consultation Draft. February 2017 



20 | P a g e  

 

8.2  New housing mix 
The need to plan for a mix of housing based on current and future demographic trends and the 
needs of different groups in the community is supported by the NPPF.  Further that by doing this, 
the planning system can support strong, vibrant and healthy communities. 

There is some evidence that the housing type of the Parish is unbalanced.  Analysis of the 2011 
Census results shows that there is a relative lack of smaller housing and a relative over provision 
of larger housing.  At 64%, for example, the number of detached dwellings in the Parish is nearly 
three times the national average (24%) and 
well above the district average (36%). 

Consultation and evidence shows that 
there is a need for smaller homes, in 
particular two or three-bedroomed houses 
of a type suitable for young families and for 
older residents wishing to downsize to 
remain in the Parish.   

At 33% (2011) over a third of the 
population was aged over 60; a figure 
which is far higher than the district and 
national averages.  A housing mix of 64% 
detached dwellings will arguably not meet 
the needs of an ageing population. 

Further detail regarding current housing mix and need in the Parish is provided at Appendix 8. 
 
POLICY H2 HOUSING MIX 

New housing development of more than one dwelling will be required to demonstrate how it 
relates to the need identified in Appendix 8 for smaller homes (three bedrooms or less), 
especially for young families and young people and for older people who wish to downsize, or 
the needs identified in a more up to date assessment of housing need. 

8.3 Affordable homes 

Housing Affordability is a major issue.  There is a high and above average disparity between 
average house prices (both for sale and rent) and average income.  In 2015 the average house 
price in the Parish was about half again the County average. A typical house in the Parish would 
cost over £300,000 to purchase.  Furthermore, the portion of the homes that are socially rented 
is relatively low at 10%, well below the national (18%) and district (20%) averages. As a 
consequence, many people who wish to live in the Parish, including those with a local connection, 
are unable to do so as they cannot find suitable accommodation either to buy or rent. 

District wide planning policy requires that all new housing developments, especially those 
involving ten or more dwellings, should provide at least 40% affordable homes.  This Plan 
supports the provision of affordable housing, that clearly reflects and meets Parish housing 
needs, and brings demonstrable benefits to Holymoorside and Walton. 
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POLICY H3 AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

The Plan supports that development proposals for new housing comprising a site of 10 
or more homes should provide affordable housing to meet clearly identified need in 
accordance with the requirements of the most up to date adopted Local Plan policy.   In 
exceptional circumstances, where it can be demonstrated to North East Derbyshire 
District Council that it is not possible or appropriate to build affordable homes on the 
site, development will provide a financial contribution towards the future provision of 
affordable housing in the Parish of equivalent value to that which would have been 
provided on site. 
 
The Plan recognises that this policy (H3) alone may not be sufficient to secure the provision of 
the amount of affordable housing that may be needed in the Parish over the lifetime of the Plan.  
Should it be clearly demonstrated to the Parish Council that it is not sufficient to meet a local 
housing need for more affordable housing, the Parish Council in partnership with North East 
Derbyshire District Council and other relevant parties will investigate other options to secure the 
provision of more affordable housing in the Parish. One way to help do this is to have an 
‘Exception Site’ policy. This approach enables the delivery of affordable housing to meet local 
need on land on the edge of the defined Limits of Development, which is identified as the 
countryside that would not normally be released for housing.  The draft North East Derbyshire 
Local Plan also supports the introduction of an Exception Site Policy where justified. 
 
POLICY H4 RURAL EXCEPTION SITES FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Development proposals will be considered sympathetically for the provision of 
affordable housing on small rural exception sites where:  
a) It can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the District Council that it meets a 

Parish need which would not otherwise be met and has been clearly identified in 
an up to date survey of housing need; 

b) The development would provide exclusively affordable housing;  
c) They are of a size, type, tenure, occupancy and cost that is justified by evidence 

from an up to date Parish housing needs survey;  
d) The development is directly adjacent to either Holymoorside or Walton defined 

Settlement Development Limit; 
e) They are in keeping with the form and character of the relevant settlement and 

its landscape setting; and 
f) They will remain affordable in perpetuity. 
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9.0 Employment and Economy 

9.1 Employment and Economic Growth 

Employment and economic growth is important for dynamic and sustainable communities. 

The level of economic activity in the Parish is high. The proportion of its residents that are in 
employment, for example, is well above both the district and national average. 

There are some employment opportunities within the Parish such as at the local school and pubs 
as well as farms and tourism and leisure related activities such as golf courses.  There is also a 
fast growing and above average number of people who work from home. 

However, the vast majority (75%) of residents in the Parish who are in employment actually work 
outside of the Parish, primarily in the nearby towns and cities of Sheffield and Chesterfield.   

Small-scale employment opportunities are important as they contribute to the vitality and 
sustainability of the Parish and mean, for example, that residents do not automatically have to 
travel outside of the Parish to work.   

The Plan also recognises that for the countryside to remain a working environment it is vital that 
the rural economy be allowed to diversify, such as through the sensitive conversion or reuse of 
buildings, including in special circumstances outside of the defined Limits of Development for 
employment use where in accordance with relevant polices in this Plan and district wide and 
national planning policies. 

It is not considered that the Parish is a suitable or sustainable location for significant new business 
or industrial development, especially as it would lead to more journeys by road and congestion, 
and have an adverse impact on the amenity and character of the Parish.  The Plan does support 
the retention of existing employment sites and buildings that meet the needs of modern 
business, and encourages appropriate new small-scale employment uses. 

POLICY E1 EXISTING EMPLOYMENT USES 

Development proposals that result in the loss of, or have a significant adverse effect on, 
an existing employment use will not be supported unless the use is ancillary to a 
residential use, or it has been demonstrated that the current use is not viable and that 
all reasonable steps have been taken to let or sell the site or building for employment 
purposes for a period of least 12 months. 
 
POLICY E2 NEW SMALL-SCALE EMPLOYMENT USES 

Development proposals for new, or the expansion of existing, small scale employment 
uses will be supported where they will not generate unacceptable noise, fumes or 
smells, and would not adversely affect the amenity of residents and/or adjoining uses 
or the special character of Parish.  Where the proposal is within Holymoorside or 
Walton Settlement Development Limit it will also be required to comply with the 
provisions of Policy S1 or S2. 
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10.0 Shops and Community Facilities 

10.1 Important shops and community facilities 
 
Community facilities and shops include important land and buildings that meet the health, 
welfare and social needs of the residents of Holymoorside and Walton Parish.    

This includes a wide range of facilities, such as shops, schools, community centres, places of 
worship, public houses and medical facilities that are important for good health and wellbeing, 
sustainable development and act as a focus for community life and engagement. 

They are especially important for rural 
areas such as Holymoorside and Walton, 
where the number of community facilities 
is limited, and it is neither sustainable nor 
desirable for people to travel several miles, 
primarily by car, to access important and 
everyday buildings and services. 

The Parish has some services such as two 
pubs, a village hall, churches and a petrol 
station/shop.  These are mainly to be 
found in the settlement of Holymoorside.  
However, it lacks some of the community 
facilities such as a doctor’s surgery and 
shops required to meet the basic daily needs of the community.    This means that many people 
have to travel, overwhelmingly by car, to the nearby centres such as Chesterfield and Sheffield 
to meet their shopping and community facility needs.   

Due to the rural nature of the Parish and 
the limited bus service, some, especially 
young, elderly and disabled, may 
experience difficulty in travelling to 
nearby centres to access important 
services. 

Studies such as the Settlement Role and 
Function Study (2013) undertaken by 
North East Derbyshire District Council 
underline that the Parish is generally not 
well served by community facilities, and 
any further loss could have a major 
adverse impact on the community. 

The consultation also shows that the retention and enhancement of these and other important 
shops and community facilities is a top priority for the Plan. 
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POLICY SCF1 IMPORTANT SHOPS, COMMUNITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES 

Development proposals that result in the loss of, or have a significant adverse effect on, 
an important community facility identified below will not be supported, except where: 
(a) it can be satisfactorily demonstrated to the District Council that the facility is no 
longer needed,  the Parish, or that service could be adequately provided in an 
alternative way, or elsewhere in an alternative location that is equally accessible by 
public transport, walking and cycling or (b) it can be demonstrated through a viability 
assessment that the current use is economically unviable and all reasonable efforts 
have been made to let or sell the current use over a 12 month period. 
 
The following facilities, services and shops have been identified as being especially 
important to the community: 
 The Village Hall; 
 Churches; St Peter’s, St John’s and United Reformed;  
 Public Houses; Lamb Inn & Bull’s Head; 
 Walton, Holymoorside Primary School; 
 Walton Development Centre; 
 Kendall Stores; 
 Chander Hill Lane Allotments; 
 Walton Motors; 
 Memorial Garden, Holymoorside; 
 Tennis Courts; and 
 Bowling Green. 

 

10.2 Assets of Community Value 

The designation of a community facility as an Asset of Community Value provides the opportunity 
to give it added protection from inappropriate development.    

The Localism Act 2011 defines an ‘Asset of Community Value’ as “a building or other land is an 
asset of community value if its main use has recently been or is presently used to further the 
social wellbeing or social interests of the local community and could do so in the future”. The 
Localism Act states that “social interests” include cultural, recreational and sporting interests. 

Where an asset is ‘Listed’ the Parish Council or other community organisations will be given the 
opportunity to bid to purchase the asset on behalf of the local community, if it comes up for sale 
on the open market.   

The inclusion of a specific policy in a Neighbourhood Plan with regard to Assets of Community 
Value provides the opportunity to give any registered Asset added protection from inappropriate 
development.   It ensures that the ‘Listing’ of an Asset of Community Value is a material 
consideration (i.e. it must be taken into account) when a planning application is being considered 
that may affect the Listed Asset. 

To date, no buildings or facilities have been formally designated as Assets of Community Value 
in the Parish.  However, through the consultation process, a number of community assets have 
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been identified which are considered important for community life. The Parish Council therefore 
intends to use the mechanism of designating them as Assets of Community Value to further 
ensure that they are retained. 
 
POLICY SCF2 ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE 

Where a development proposal may affect an Asset of Community Value the reason for 
its listing as an Asset of Community Value should be taken into account when 
determining that planning application or decision. 

 

11.0 Transport and Accessibility  
Transport and accessibility is key to enabling people to get to the locations, goods and services 
they need or want.   

This is especially important in a rural community such as Holymoorside and Walton Parish where 
people often have to travel long distances to access key services such as work, education, 
healthcare, and shops, primarily by car. 

Car ownership in the Parish is high and 
growing fast.  In 2011 the number of 
households without access to a car at 15% 
was well below the district and national 
averages.  At the same time the proportion 
of households with more than four cars at 4% 
was double the national average. 

Transport and accessibility was identified as 
a significant issue during the development of 
the Plan.  The road network in the Plan area 
has developed over many years, and much of 
it was not designed for, nor suited to, 
modern vehicular movements.  At the same time, a significant and growing amount of vehicular 
traffic passes through the Parish.  Parts of the main road network, especially the A619 Chatsworth 
Road is close to capacity during peak periods.  There are also some issues arising from the cars 
travelling to, and parking near, Holymoorside and Walton Primary School at the start and end of 
the school day.   

There is serious concern that further vehicular traffic growth arising from development, if left 
unchecked, would lead to more congestion and road safety issues and increase the emission of 
air pollutants and greenhouse gases as well as noise pollution. 

POLICY TA1 TRAFFIC IMPACT 

Development proposals must demonstrate that taking account of any measures to 
mitigate the impact of development, the vehicular traffic generation and parking 
impact created by the proposal do not result in an unacceptable severe direct or 
cumulative impact on congestion or road and pedestrian safety. 
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11.1 Footpaths, Cycleways and Bridleways 

The Parish is popular for walking, cycling and horse riding.  This includes both for parishioners as 
well as visitors to the Parish. 

It is criss-crossed by footpaths, footways and bridleways with many converging on the two main 
settlements in the Parish and the surrounding towns and villages.  A map at Appendix 4 shows 
the current network of public footpaths and bridleways. 

These are important for health, the 
environment and well-being as well as 
for getting around.  The consultation 
shows support for retaining, 
maintaining and enhancing these 
footpaths, footways and bridleways, 
and making them safer and more 
attractive to use. 

Chesterfield Borough Council in 
conjunction with other bodies has 
identified a potential footpath/cycle 
route to link the Parish to Chesterfield 
through the Hipper Valley, a proposal 
which the Plan views positively. 

POLICY TA2 FOOTPATHS, CYCLEWAYS AND BRIDLEWAYS 

Development proposals that result in the loss of, or have a significant adverse effect on, 
the existing network of footpaths, cycleways and bridleways will only be supported 
where it can be demonstrated that the public benefit of the development clearly 
outweighs the harm. 

 

POLICY TA3 FOOTPATHS, CYCLEWAYS AND BRIDLEWAYS 

Where appropriate having regard to the scale and location of the proposal, new 
developments will be required to take advantage of opportunities to incorporate 
improvements to the network of footpaths and cycleways into their proposals or may 
be required to contribute to such improvements through a planning obligation, where 
the legal requirements are met. 
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12.0 Built Environment 

The Parish has a very distinctive and attractive built environment, which gives it a great sense of 
place, pride and identity.   

It contains many fine buildings and other structures, some of which have been recognised 
nationally as being of special historic and architectural importance.  These include a mix of 
different architectural styles, including some good examples in the arts and craft style, which 
reflect the incremental development of the Parish over many hundreds of years.  These buildings 
and structures are clustered in the historic cores of Holymoorside and Walton, and around 
former farm and mill buildings. 

These heritage assets are unique and irreplaceable.   

The consultation shows that they 
are highly valued by the community 
(and visitors) and conserving and 
enhancing this special and 
distinctive built environment is a 
top priority for residents and 
visitors, and that new development 
should acknowledge its character 
and environment. 

Many important buildings and 
structures are protected through 
Listed Building and Ancient 
Monument status.  These are 
buildings or other structures that 
have been identified as being of 
special architectural, historical or 
cultural significance.   

12.1 Designated Heritage Assets 
There are 17 listed buildings and 3 ancient monuments scattered across the Parish that have 
been identified as being of national significance and importance.   These include Hipper Hall off 
Holymoor Road and the Milepost to the west of the junction with Chander Hill Lane. 

The full schedule of listed buildings in the Parish is listed below and illustrated in figure 2.   

The designation of these buildings and structures as a Listed Building gives them special legal 
protection beyond that which can be provided through a Neighbourhood Plan.  It is important, 
however, that the Plan highlights them, especially to ensure that all interested parties are aware 
of their local importance, and the need to conserve and enhance this.   
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Table 1: Designated Heritage Assets 

Listed Buildings Grade 

Outbuilding to the west of Broomhall Farmhouse II 

Outbuilding to east of Cairngorm II 

Broomhall Farmhouse II 

Outbuilding to the south east of Hipper Hall II 

Milepost to west of junction with Chandler Hill Lane II 

Chandler Hill Farmhouse and attached boundary walls to south east and north 
west 

II 

Outbuildings to south west of Hipper Hall II 

Cruck barn south east of Old Barn Farmhouse II 

Farm outbuilding to the south west of Spring House Farmhouse II 

Loads House Farmhouse and attached outbuildings II 

Cart shed to the north east of Broomhall Farmhouse II 

High Lane Farmhouse II 

Cherry Tree Farmhouse II 

Hawthorne Farmhouse II 

Hipper Hall II 

Walton Lodge II 

Spring House Farmhouse II 

 

12.2 Buildings and Structures of Local Historical and Architectural Interest 
In addition to these designated heritage assets, there are heritage assets, which whilst not 
meeting the national criteria for ‘Listing’ are still of significance to the architectural, social, 
cultural and industrial history of the Parish.   The NPPF identifies heritage assets as including 
assets identified by the local planning authority (including local listing).  Identification of heritage 
assets on a formally adopted list of local heritage assets will therefore provide some level of 
protection. 

A list of proposed non-designated heritage assets has been identified as part of the development 
of this Plan, and are shown in Appendix 1.  Each has been identified as being of special local 
historic or architectural special interest, and would benefit from appreciation and conservation.  

The Parish Council will undertake further work to identify the heritage value of these assets in 
accordance with best practice criteria for local listing. 

Other locally important heritage assets may also be identified over the lifetime of the Plan.   
 



29 | P a g e  

 

POLICY BE1 UNLISTED BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES OF HISTORIC OR ARCHITECTURAL 
INTEREST 

Development proposals that will affect the buildings and structures identified in 
Appendix A will be required to have regard to their historical or architectural 
importance and to demonstrate that any harm to them cannot be avoided or mitigated 
and would be clearly outweighed by the benefits of the development. 

 

12.2 Important Sites of Archaeological Interest 

The Parish is rich in archaeological remains reflecting its long and varied history.  Holymoorside 
and Walton have been inhabited since at least Neolithic and Bronze times.  

Three of these are afforded statutory protection as Scheduled Ancient Monuments. These are 
the; 

 Red lead mill, lead smelt mill and corn mill to the east of Nether Loads Farm; 
 Cairnfield, south of Syda Farm; and 
 Bowl barrow on Longside Moor, north of Harewood Grange 

The Derbyshire Historic Environment Record is a record of the know above and below ground 
archaeology in the county.  There are 37 items identified in the Parish. 

Few of the archaeological remains in the Parish have statutory protection, however.   Recent 
archaeological field surveys and studies such as the “North East Derbyshire Archaeological 
Survey” (1981) have confirmed the survival of a small number of other important sites and 
features.  These include Bronze Age field systems and land clearance in the form of cairn fields; 
medieval monastic grange of Harewood, the medieval hunting park earthworks of Walton.  As 
well as numerous man-made ponds and mill dams along the Hipper River and the Loads Valley, 
together with corn, lead and dying mills as well as smelting works and brick works. 

These sites are historically important in their own right, but are also significant and characteristic 
landscape, historical and cultural features of the area, and are valued by residents.  They 
contribute to the historical wealth, understanding and character of the Parish, and the Plan will 
seek to protect and enhance such sites and features. 

 

POLICY BE2 IMPORTANT SITES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTEREST 

Development proposals that affect the known sites of archaeological interest identified 
in Appendix 1 will be required to demonstrate that effective mitigation and/or 
compensatory measures can be ensured or that the benefits of the development clearly 
outweigh any harm.  Where appropriate an archaeological assessment or field 
investigation will be required. 
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12.3 High Quality Design 
This policy seeks to ensure that new development is designed to best integrate into the existing 
character and pattern of development in the Parish.   

The consultation shows that residents wish to ensure that future development preserves and 
enhances this built heritage and the general rural character of the Parish. This encompasses not 
only the design and appearance of new buildings, but also their layout and siting.   

New development proposals should be designed sensitively to ensure that the high quality built 
environment of the Parish is maintained 
and enhanced.   

New development proposals should be 
designed sensitively to sit comfortably 
within the design, form and settlement 
pattern of Holymoorside, Walton or the 
location in which it is set.  

This is particularly important where 
development proposals are located within 
or in close proximity to a nationally or 
locally important building or structure; on 
the edge of the settlements of 
Holymoorside or Walton or may affect 
important historic or rural landscapes. 

There are several styles of architecture and settlement pattern within the Parish, which reflect 
its historical evolution.  A variety of materials have been used over the years, the most common 
being (grit) stone and traditional brick.   Most houses and structures are two storeys.   

The Plan is not seeking to dictate a particular style or design to be used in the Parish, reflecting 
the diversity of design to be found across it.  Instead, it aims to ensure that development 
proposals through density, height, landscape, layout and materials etc. are designed sensitively 
to reflect the styles and townscape generally found within that area, and ensure that the 
generally good quality built environment of the Parish is maintained and wherever possible 
enhanced. 

Especially where close to a nationally or locally listed building of historic or architectural 
importance, development should be especially sensitive to the local context in terms of 
materials, design, colour scheme, scale and structure. 
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POLICY BE3 HIGH QUALITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
Development proposals, including extensions, will be expected to:  
a) Enhance and reinforce the local distinctiveness of the area and show clearly how 

the general character, scale, design, layout and landscaping of the site, building 
or extension respond positively to the characteristics of the site and its 
surroundings within Design and Access Statements, where required; and 

b) Follow a consistent design approach in the use of materials, design and the 
roofline. Materials should be chosen to complement the design of a development 
and add to the quality or character of the surrounding environment. 

 

12.4 Dry Stone Walls 

The attractive nature of the Parish is not 
only a result of the buildings to be found 
within it, but a combination of topography, 
trees, open spaces and other features that 
characterise the Parish. 

Particularly important are the dry-stone 
walls (many historic) that are to be found 
in the main settlements and the 
surrounding countryside.  These were the 
traditional field boundaries in this part of 
Derbyshire, and are an important, and 
much appreciated, part of the character of 
the Parish.  

Both the ‘Wooded Slopes and Valleys’ and 
the ‘Enclosed Moors and Heaths’ 
landscape character types evident in the 
Parish are characterised by regular 
patterns of fields bounded by dry-stone 
walls.3  They are highly valued by residents 
and visitors.  This is not only reflected in the 
findings of the consultation, but also the 
numbers of people who volunteer their 
time preserving are recording them.  They 
feature prominently in the emblem of the 
Parish Council.   

They do not have special protection.  Some 
have fallen into disrepair or have become 
damaged, and others have been removed. 

                                                           
3 Landscape Character Descriptions, Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent. Derbyshire 
County Council. 
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POLICY BE4 DRY-STONE WALLS 

Development and other proposals that protect and enhance the network of dry stone 
walls in the local traditional style will be encouraged.  Development proposals that 
would result in the removal, or have an adverse impact, on a dry-stone wall and this is 
subject to planning control will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated that 
the benefits of the development will outweigh the harm caused by the removal of the 
wall.   

 

13.0 Natural and Rural Environment  
Holymoorside and Walton Parish is mainly rural and open in character.     

Much of it is countryside and its landscape is characterised by attractive, gently rolling hills, 
predominantly grazing pastureland, interspersed with large and significant tracts of wooded 
areas.  

This rural and open character of the Parish is defined not only by the countryside, but also by the 
open spaces within the settlements of Holymoorside and Walton.    

The rural and open nature of the Parish is important and cherished by the community not only 
for the important contribution it makes to the attractive and distinctive character of the Parish, 
but also for the wider contribution it makes to well-being.  For example, it provides opportunity 
for exercise, sport, and active recreation, as well as protecting and enhancing the natural 
environment including its wildlife and wildflowers. 

13.1 Landscape 

The NPPF states that planning should ‘contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment and reducing pollution. Allocations of land for development should prefer land of 
lesser environmental value, where consistent with other policies in the Framework’4 

The Parish has an attractive and varied 
landscape. It is often referred to as the 
“Gateway to the Peak”, and contains some of 
the highest quality landscapes outside of the 
Peak District National Park and was seriously 
considered for inclusion within the National 
Park boundary when it was conceived in the 
1950s.  The Derbyshire Landscape Character 
Assessment 2013 provide the context for 
spatial planning and landscape policy in 
Derbyshire.  A key aim is to support and 
complement planning policies by ensuring 
new development respects and where 

                                                           
4 National Planning Policy Framework. Para 17. 
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practicable, contributes towards enhancing the local character and sense of place of the 
landscape. 

Holymoorside sits within the Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent Landscape Character 
Area. The Parish incorporates three landscape character types. To the north and south of the 
Parish can be found the ‘Wooded Slopes and Valleys’; a landscape of small pastoral fields of 
undulating, rising ground. Woodlands on steeper slopes, along with hedgerows and watercourse 
trees, contribute to a strongly wooded character.  

Descending from the moorlands in 
the west, roughly coinciding with the 
area between Loads Road and 
Harewood Road, is a distinctly open 
landscape termed the ‘Enclosed 
Moors and Heaths’. This is 
characterised as open, farming 
landscape on broad rolling hill 
summits with patches of remnant 
moorland. To the east of the Parish, 
connecting Holymoorside, Walton 
and Chesterfield is an area of 
‘Wooded Farmland’; a mixed farming 
landscape on undulating ground.  

These landscapes are not only cherished by residents and the fauna and flora it supports, but 
also play an important role in the local economy through recreation and tourism.  The landscape 
value is recognised under the saved policies of the Local Plan for North East Derbyshire, as well 
as its designation as an “Area of Multiple Environmental Sensitivity” by Derbyshire County 
Council on account of the area’s ecological, historic and landscape sensitivity.  A band within the 
Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower 
Derwent Landscape Character Area 
and incorporating Holymoorside, 
has been further categorised as an 
area of ‘Primary Sensitivity’.  It is 
stated that ‘those areas of ‘Primary 
Sensitivity’ are considered to be the 
most sensitive areas of landscape, 
which are most likely to be 
negatively affected by change or 
development and will attract a 
strong focus on the Protection 
(Conservation) of their 
environmental assets.’5 

                                                           
5 Areas of Multiple Environmental Sensitivity 2013. Technical Support Document 1. Derbyshire 
County Council. 
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The Plan seeks to ensure that development should respect and, where appropriate, enhance the 
highest quality landscapes and rural character of the Parish.  In particular, development resulting 
in conspicuous new additions to the high ground surrounding the settlements of Holymoorside 
and Walton areas should be resisted, particularly in relation to areas of relatively open expanse 
such as the moorland south of Loads Road.  It also views positively, activities which complement 
and enhance the landscape such as tree planting, hedge laying, and dry stone walling.  

POLICY NE1 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER   

Holymoorside is identified as a Primary Area of Multiple Sensitivity by Derbyshire 
County Council and thus considered the most sensitive area of landscape and most 
likely to be affected by change or development. 
Development proposals which comply as appropriate with Policy S1 or S2 will be viewed 
sympathetically where they have demonstrated that they respond positively to the 
local landscape character, identified in the Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent 
Landscape Character Area and: 
a) It would not significantly detract from the surrounding landscape, nor adversely 

affect the setting of any heritage or wildlife resources; 
b) The siting, scale, design, landscape treatment and the use and colour of materials 

in any building or engineering works are in keeping with the special landscape 
character; and 

c) It would not significantly disturb or detract from the visual amenity of an area by 
the attraction of large numbers of people or excessive traffic. 

In addition, new development or extensions to existing development should not 
represent a physical intrusion into the landscape setting. 

13.2 Important Views  
There are many important views from, into and across the Parish.  These are important to 
residents and visitors of the Parish especially those that punctuate the street scene in 
Holymoorside and Walton and/or offer panoramic views of the surrounding landscape. 
The consultation has identified a number of views towards key natural and historic features 
which the community consider to be especially important. The most significant are those views 
towards the east of Holymoorside and the south and south west of Walton.   The community 
wishes to see these views and vistas protected through careful siting, design and the use of 
appropriate scale in any new development 
Any development proposal shall take these into account, and ensure that they are respected and 
enhanced.  

Important views have been identified and described in the accompanying report at Appendix 9. 
 
 
 
 
 



35 | P a g e  

 

POLICY NE2 IMPORTANT OPEN VIEWS 

Development proposals that would affect the important views listed below and 
identified in the map in Appendix 9 will be required to take account of their visual 
significance and ensure that the visual impact of development on these views is 
carefully controlled. 
 From Matlock Road; 
 From Holymoorside to Bage Hill; 
 Towards Windy Ridge; 
 Coming down from Harewood Road; 
 Bage Hill; 
 Towards Holymoorside Road and Pocknedge Lane 
 From Hipper Hall towards the east and south east of the Parish; and 
 Behind Yew Tree Farm. 
 

13.3   Biodiversity 

Biodiversity includes all kinds of species and plants, from the commonplace to the critically 
endangered as well as the habitat that supports them. 

The Parish is rich in biodiversity.  There are significant areas of ecological importance in the Plan 
area, which support valuable populations of national and local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
priority species including the rare Curlew, Grey Partridge and Lapwing as well as the Slow-worm, 
Common Lizard and White-Clawed Crayfish, all of which are protected species.   It also includes 
a number important plants such as Stag’s-horn Clubmoss, Wood Barley and Large-flowered 
Hemp Nettle that have been identified as being endangered in Derbyshire. 

The Parish contains a significant proportion of the total remaining distribution of heathland in 
lowland Derbyshire, which acts as a link between the southerly sites in the County and the more 
extensive areas to be found within the Peak District.  National Priority Habitat includes; 
Deciduous Woodlands, Upland Heathland and small areas of Lowland Meadows and Traditional 
Orchards (see Appendix 5). 

The Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plan6 states that the high proportion of BAP Priority 
Habitat in the Peak Fringe Area offer good opportunities to conserve and enhance biodiversity.  
The primary habitat objective identified in the Lowland Derbyshire BAP is the maintenance, 
restoration and expansion of woodland, grassland, heathland and wetland to achieve 2020 
targets. 

Nationally, important biodiversity sites are protected by law, notably through their designation 
as Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  The Parish has one site of Special Scientific Interest; 
Harewood Grange Stream (See Appendix 6).  This area is of geological importance due to the 

                                                           
6 Lowland Biodiversity Action Plan 2011-2020; Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Partnership 
2011 (online). Available at 
http://www.derbyshirebiodiversity.org.uk/news/files/Lowland_Derbyshire_Biodiversity_Action_Plan_2011-
2020.pdf.  Accessed 1 June 2016 
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rocks exposed in the stream section, laid down under the sea during the Yeadonian Stage of the 
Carboniferous Period some 315 million years ago. 

The Parish contains a number of non-
statutory designated sites.  Local 
Wildlife Sites are sites with 
‘substantive nature conservation 
value.’ They are defined areas, 
selected locally for their nature 
conservation value, based on 
important, distinctive and 
threatened habitats and species that 
have a national, regional and local 
context.  The map at Appendix 7 
shows the Local Wildlife Sites in the 
Parish.  

The Derbyshire Wildlife Trust holds a 
‘biodiversity alert map’, which shows 
Local Wildlife Sites, as well as 
protected species data, species and habitats, which the Plan will seek to protect and enhance. 

Planning applications with implications for biodiversity and geodiversity will be determined in 
accordance with policies in the NPPF, which supersedes the North East Derbyshire Local Plan, 
and, when it is adopted the emerging Local Plan. 

 
13.4 Trees and Woodlands 

Trees and woodlands form an important part of the Parish’s distinctive and attractive character 
and landscape.  A large proportion of the Parish is identified as having ‘wooded slopes and 
valleys’ landscape character type.  The key characteristics for this landscape type include densely 
scattered small to medium ancient woodlands and secondary woodland and densely scattered 
hedgerows.  
The Parish has a rich variety of trees and hedges.   This includes the wooded valleys and slopes 
along Loads Brook and the River Hipper, broad-leaved woodland in the south of the Parish and 
hedgerows and individual and grouping of trees which are to be found across the Parish.  
These are highly valued especially as they make an important contribution to the character of 
the Parish, and are of ecological value due to the species they support, including flora and bird 
species.  Some individual important specimens are protected through Tree Preservation Orders, 
for example, but many important trees and hedgerows are not specifically protected. 
The management guidelines7 for the ‘wooded slopes and valleys’ landscape type support 
conservation, restoration and extensions of ancient woodlands by natural regeneration and 
planting, enhancement of physical links between isolated woodland and hedgerows and the 

                                                           
7 Part One: Landscape Character Descriptions. Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent. 
Derbyshire County Council. 
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management and the use of indigenous tree and shrub species, including large, long-lived 
species.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POLICY NE3 TREES AND WOODLANDS 

Development proposals that increase tree coverage (especially of native species) and 
retain existing trees and hedges by integrating them into the design of the development 
will be encouraged.  

Where development proposals would damage or result in the loss of trees, hedges and 
woodlands of arboricultural, ecological and amenity value, they will not be permitted 
unless the harm is outweighed by the benefits of the development. 

Development proposals which may adversely affect such trees and hedgerows of good 
value should be accompanied by an independent survey that establishes the health of 
any affected trees or hedgerows, and a management plan to demonstrate how they will 
be so maintained.  Where trees are to be felled, equivalent replacement tree planting 
in the Parish will be sought. 

13.1 Local Green Spaces 
The Parish has a diverse mix of local green spaces such as parks, recreation areas, tennis courts, 
an allotment site, grassed areas and children’s playgrounds, that mainly exist within or adjacent 
to the main settlements of Holymoorside and Walton. 

Individually and collectively these areas make a significant contribution to the special and 
attractive character of the Parish.  They are good for visual amenity as well as health and 
recreation and the wildlife.  They are also wider benefits such as minimising the risk of flooding, 
and reducing the level of pollutants getting into rivers.  They deserve protection for the benefit 
both of the residents as well as its wildlife.   
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They are especially important given that the 2012 North East Derbyshire Green Infrastructure 
Study, showed that the Parish has an under provision of such recreation areas relative to its 
population size, especially in Walton. 

The NPPF enables a Neighbourhood Plan to protect special local green spaces from development, 
where it meets certain specified criteria, such as where the green space is in reasonably close 
proximity to the community, is demonstrably special to a local community and not an extensive 
tract of land.  Those sites that qualified under the criteria are outlined with justification in the 
accompanying Local Green Spaces Report at Appendix 10. 

POLICY NE4 LOCAL GREEN SPACES 

The spaces listed below and illustrated in the map in Appendix 10 are designated as 
Local Green Spaces where development will only be supported in very special 
circumstances, unless it is for uses which do not compromise the function of the Local 
Green Space. 

The following have been identified as being of special importance: 

 Holymoor Road Recreation Ground; 
 Holymoor Road Children’s Play Area; 
 St Peter’s Churchyard/Cemetery; 
 The Alders Housing Green Space; 
 Brook Close Housing Green Space; 
 Heather Way Green Space 
 Chander Hill Lane Allotments; 
 Rosedale View Children’s Play Area, Walton; 
 Beeley View Children’s Play Area, Walton; 
 Pinfold Close; 
 The Pinfold 
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14.0 Monitoring and Review 

The Plan will last for a period of 16 years. During this time, it is likely that the circumstances which 
the Plan seeks to address will change. 

The Plan will be monitored by Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council in consultation with 
North East Derbyshire District Council on an at least annual basis. The policies and measures 
contained in the Plan will form the core of the monitoring activity, but other data collected and 
reported at the Parish level relevant to the delivery of the Neighbourhood Plan will also be 
included.  

The Parish Council proposes to formally review the Plan on a five-year cycle or to coincide with 
the review of North East Derbyshire District Local Plan if this cycle is different.  
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Appendix 1 Unlisted Buildings and Structures of Historic Architectural or Archaeological 
Interest 
 

ID. Asset  Location 
1 Site of Cotton Mill Cotton Mill Hill, Holymoorside 
2 Holymoor House Cotton Mill Hill, Holymoorside 
3 Cotton Mill Dam Cotton Mill Hill, Holymoorside 
4 Site of Dye Mill Harewood Road, Holymoorside 
5 Stone Leigh and former worker cottages New Road, Holymoorside 
6 Sycamore House New Road, Holymoorside 
7 Former Hand Laundry Holymoor Road, Holymoorside 
8 Scene of Hat and Basket Making Holymoor Road, Holymoorside 
9 Belmont Holymoor Road, Holymoorside 
10 Site of Dames School New Road, Holymoorside 
11 Former Primitive Methodist Chapel Loads Road, Holymoorside 
12 Former Howley Corn Mill Loads Road, Holymoorside 
13 Row of cottages once known as ‘Wasp Nest’ Gallery Lane/Loads Road, Holymoorside 
14 The former ‘The Old Star Inn’ Loads Road, Holymoorside 
15 Mills Close Farm, Nether Loads Off Loads Road, Holymoorside 
16 The site of Besom Making Upper Loads, Holymoorside 
17 Site of Ganister Mining near Cathole Farm Harewood Road, Holymoorside 
- Guide Stoops Various locations in Parish 
18 The Yews Baslow Road, Holymoorside 
19 Barley House Baslow Road, Holymoorside 
20 Rose Cottage Cotton Mill Hill, Holymoorside 
21 Vine Cottage New Road, Holymoorside 
22 Cottages at the rear of The Lamb Inn Loads Road, Holymoorside 
23 The Lamb Inn Loads Road, Holymoorside 
24 The Bulls Head Holymoor Road/Alders, Holymoorside 
25 Kendall’s (House and Shop) New Road, Holymoorside 
26 Woodside Farm Off Harewood Road, Holymoorside 
27 Hill Top Farm Off Gallery Lane, Holymoorside 
28 Woodhead Farm Chander Hill Lane, Holymoorisde 
29 Shemwell’s New Road, Holymoorside 
30 Methodist Church New Road, Holymoorside 
31 United Reformed Church Cotton Mill Hill, Holymoorside 
32 Pinfold Holymoor Road, Holymoorside 
33 1 Riverside Cottage Loads Road, Holymoorside 
34 The Old Mill Pond Cotton Mill Hill, Holymoorside 
35 The bridge near Riverside Crescent Cotton Mill Hill, Holymoorside 
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Appendix 2 Holymoorside Settlement Development Limit 
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Appendix 3 Walton Settlement Development Limit 
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Appendix 4 Footpaths and Bridleways 
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Appendix 5 Ancient Woodland and Priority Habitats 
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Appendix 6 Statutory Environmental Designations 
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Appendix 7 Local Wildlife Sites 
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Appendix 8 Housing Needs and Characteristics Report 

March 2017
 

Holymoorside and Walton 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
2016 - 2033 
Supporting Evidence – Housing 
Needs and Characteristics 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This report summarises key characteristics in respect of housing needs and 
characteristics for the Parish according to findings from the 2011 Census and other 
statistical sources. It has been produced in support of the Neighbourhood Plan but 
should be of wider interest and application. 
 

2.0 KEY FINDINGS 
 

2.1 Household Size 
 
At the time of the 2011 Census, the average household size in the Holymoorside and Walton 
Parish was 2.3 people, which is equal to the district (North East Derbyshire) and regional (East 
Midlands) rates, but slightly lower than the 2.4 national (England) average.  However, the 
average number of rooms per household at 6.5 is higher than the district (5.6), regional (5.6) 
and national (5.4) rates.   
 
People living in the Parish are also more likely to live in houses with a high number of bedrooms.  
The average number of bedrooms per household stood at 3.1 compared with 2.8 for both the 
district and region and 2.7 for England. 
 

2.2 Housing Characteristics 
 
Tenure 

Data from the 2011 Census shows that around half of homes in the Parish (48.5%) are owned 
outright, which is significantly higher than the district (38.2%), regional (32.8%) and national 
(30.6%) rates. Social rented properties account for just 10.5% of housing stock, which is 
somewhat lower than the district (20.3%), regional (15.8%) and national (17.7%) rates. Around 
8% of households are living in private rented properties against 17% for England. 
 

Table 1 Tenure, 2011 

 
H&W Parish 

NE 
Derbyshire 

East 
Midlands 

Eng 

No % % % % 
All occupied Households 979 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Owned; Owned Outright 475 48.5 38.2 32.8 30.6 

Owned; Owned with a Mortgage or Loan 314 32.1 32.6 34.5 32.8 
Shared Ownership (Part Owned and Part Rented) 7 0.7 0.4 0.7 0.8 

Social Rented; Rented from Council (Local Authority) 74 7.6 18.1 10.1 9.4 
Social Rented; Other 28 2.9 2.2 5.7 8.3 

Private Rented; Private Landlord or Letting Agency 70 7.2 6.5 13.6 15.4 
Private Rented; Other 7 0.7 0.9 1.3 1.4 

Living Rent Free 4 0.4 0.9 1.3 1.3 

Source: Census 2011 
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Accommodation Type 

The 2011 Census shows the percentage of detached dwellings in the Parish is 63.9%, which is 
significantly higher than that of the district (36.5%), region (32.5%) and national (22.4%). 
Detached and semi-detached dwellings account for 86% of the total housing stock in the Parish. 
Terraced housing and flats represent just 14% of homes in the Parish.  
 

Table 2 Accommodation Type, 2011 

 
H&W Parish 

NE 
Derbyshire 

East 
Midlands Eng 

No % % % % 
All occupied households 979 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Detached 626 63.9 36.5 32.5 22.4 
Semi-Detached 219 22.4 43.8 35.5 31.2 

Terraced 76 7.8 13.3 20.4 24.5 
Flat, Maisonette or Apartment 58 5.9 6.0 11.1 21.2 

Caravan or Other Mobile or 
Temporary Structure 

- 0.0 0.4 0.4 0.4 

Shared dwellings - 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.4 

Source: Census 2011 
 
People living in the Parish are more likely to be living in dwellings with 4 or more bedrooms. 
Results from the 2011 Census show 39% (381) of households live in housing with more than 4 
bedrooms which is somewhat higher that the district (18%), regional (20%) and England (19%) 
averages.  There is also an under representation of smaller type housing units with around 27% 
(262) of dwellings having 2 or fewer bedrooms against 35% for the district, 35% for the region 
and 40% for England. 
 

Table 3 Household size by number of bedrooms, 2011 

Bedrooms H&W Parish 
NE 

Derbyshire 
East 

Midlands 
Eng 

All households 979 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1 bedroom 84 8.6 6.2 8.3 12.0 

2 bedrooms 178 18.2 28.7 26.5 27.9 
3 bedrooms 336 34.3 47.2 45.4 41.2 

4 or more bedrooms 381 38.9 17.9 19.8 19.0 

Source: Census 2011 
 
There is some evidence under occupancy (having more bedrooms than the notional number 
recommended by the bedroom standard) in the Parish. Analysis of the 2011 Census shows that 
around 57% (557) of households have two or more spare bedrooms and 27% (268) had one 
spare bedroom. Under occupancy is higher than district, regional and national rates.  
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Figure 1 Bedroom Occupancy Rates, All Households, Holymoorside and Walton Parish 2011 

 
Source: Census 2011 

 
Under occupancy is particularly evident in larger properties with over 46% (176) of dwellings 
with 4 or more bedrooms occupied by just one or two people. This compares with 45% for the 
district, 43% for the region and 41% for England. 
 

Table 4 Household with 4 or more bedrooms by household size, 2011 

 H&W Parish NE 
Derbyshire 

East 
Midlands Eng 

Households with 4 or more bedrooms 381 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1 person in household 40 10.5 10.3 10.4 10.6 
2 people in household 136 35.7 34.2 32.3 30.3 
3 people in household 85 22.3 19.6 18.8 18.3 

4 or more people in household 120 31.5 35.9 38.5 40.8 

Source: Census 2011 
 
Older person households are more likely to under occupy their dwellings. Data from the Census 
allows us to investigate this using the bedroom standard. In total, some 63% (177) of pensioner 
households have an occupancy rating of +2 or more (meaning there are at least two more 
bedrooms that are technically required by the household compared with 55% (380) for non-
pensioner households. Further analysis indicates that under occupancy is far more common in 
households with two or more pensioners than single pensioner households.  
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Figure 2 Bedroom Occupancy rating of Older Person Households, Holymoorside and Walton Parish, 
2011 

 
Source: Census 2011 

 
Overcrowding is not a significant issue in the Parish.   The Census implies there is some 
evidence of overcrowding in a small number of households with children, including those headed 
by a lone parent, though the numbers involved are small. 
 

Figure 3 Bedroom Occupancy rating of Family Households 
Holymoorside and Walton Parish, 2011 

 
Source: Census 2011 

 

Average House Prices 

Average house prices are relatively high.  According to the Land Registry, the average price 
paid for a house in the Parish in 2015 was £314,299.  This compares to £272,034 for England 
and Wales and £189,444 for North East Derbyshire district. 
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3.0 Findings from other studies and reports 
North East Derbyshire forms part of North Derbyshire and Bassetlaw Housing Market Area 
(HMA), with the local authority districts of Bolsover, Bassetlaw and Chesterfield.  
 
In 2013 a Strategic Housing Market Assessment was undertaken to consider future housing 
need in the HMA over the period to 2031.   The joint Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
(SHMA) identifies the need and demand for, and the supply of, specific types of housing and 
makes recommendations in relation to the mix of housing 
 
The findings are used to inform housing and planning policy including the emerging North East 
Derbyshire Local Plan.   
 
The SHMA recommends the following for North East Derbyshire: 
 
 The size mix for new market housing should comprise:  

 1 bedroom homes 0 -5%  
 2 bedroom homes 30-35%  
 3 bedroom homes 40-45%  
 4 or more bedrooms 20- 25%  

 
It also recommended that the size mix for affordable housing should comprise:  

 1 bedroom homes 40-45%  
 2 bedroom homes 35-40%  
 3 bedroom homes 10-15%  
 4 or more bedrooms 5-10%  
  

Adding that “The SHMA indicates that there is a particular shortage of market housing and 
intermediate housing which is suitable for older people”. 
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NB Due to the relatively small number of sales at parish level it is not possible to produce 
robust median rates and comparions with larger areas should be treated with some 

caution
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More information about the North Derbyshire and Bassetlaw Housing Market Assessment 
(HMA) can be found at (http://neddc.easysitecms.net/environment-planning/planning/planning-
policy/local-plan-2013-2033/evidence-base/shma/). 

4.0 Findings from Community Consultation 
 
Housing need and provision was one of the issues considered as part of the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. It was a key theme of the community and wider consultation.   
 
This indicated that the community supported the provision of smaller homes, in particular two or 
three bedroomed houses of a type that would be suitable for young families and for older 
residents wishing to downsize to remain in the Parish. 
 

5.0 Summary of Future Housing Need and Characteristics  
At the time of the 2011 Census, Holymoorside and Walton Parish was home to 2,223 residents 
living in 997 households.  

Home ownership is above average, and there is a relatively high share of detached 
housing.   Average house prices are high, and above the national and district averages.  

The findings from the analysis and consultation indicate a need for more smaller homes (less 
than three bedrooms) which would be suitable for residents wishing to downsize, young families 
and those wanting to enter the housing market. Providing suitable smaller homes would also 
enable elderly residents to remain in the local community and release under-occupied larger 
properties onto the market which would be suitable for growing families.   
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Holymoorside and Walton Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared by the Holymoorside and 
Walton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group under the auspices of the Parish Council.  
 
This paper explains the background to the identification of the important views in the emerging 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

2.0 BACKGROUND 
 
The Parish has an attractive and varied landscape. 

It is located within the Peak Fringe National Character Area (NCA) as defined by Natural 
England.   

The National Character Area describes it as “a picturesque transitional area between the natural 
beauty of the Peak District National Park to the west and the largely urban, formerly mined 
Derbyshire Coal Measures to the east”. It goes onto state that “though the area was not included 
in the National Park, it was seriously considered during the original boundary selection in 1950 
and remains a landscape of extremely high quality.”8  

The quality of the landscape is further underlined by its identification as a Special Landscape 
Area under the saved policies of the Local Plan for North East Derbyshire, as well as its 
designation as “Areas of Multiple Environmental Sensitivity” by Derbyshire County Council  

The landscapes of the Parish fall into three separate categories as defined under the Derbyshire 
County Council characterisation. To the north and south of the Parish can be found the ‘Wooded 
Slopes and valleys’; a landscape of small pastoral fields of undulating, rising ground. Woodlands 
on steeper slopes, along with hedgerows and watercourse trees, contribute to a strongly wooded 
character. Descending from the moorlands in the west, roughly coinciding with the area between 
Loads Road and Harewood Road, is a distinctly open landscape termed the ‘Enclosed Moors 
and Heaths’. This is described as an open, farming landscape on broad rolling hill summits with 
patches of remnant moorland. Dry-stone walls enclose regular fields and straight roads join 
occasional sandstone farmsteads. To the east of the Parish, connecting Holymoorside, Walton 
and Chesterfield is an area of ‘Wooded Farmland’; a mixed farming landscape on undulating 
ground. Woodlands, along with hedgerow and watercourse trees, contribute to a strongly 
wooded character.  A detailed description of landscape character is provided within The 
Landscape Character of Derbyshire9.  

The value of the landscape was a major theme of the consultation.  

                                                           
8 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5048261324832768?category=587130. 
9 http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/environment/conservation/landscapecharacter/ 
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The high quality of its built and natural built environment coupled with its relatively open and 
undulating landscape means that attractive middle and long distant views from, into and within 
the Parish can be obtained from almost anywhere.    

Through the development of the Plan, several important views were identified, which were 
considered to have the greatest importance.   
 
These were identified through two main routes; Firstly, at the initial drop in events at which 
members of the community were asked to identify on a map important views.  Secondly, 
members of the Steering Group considered which ones they considered to be most important 
from the findings of the consultation and local knowledge. 
 
From these a small number were identified for further consideration.  Generally, these comprise 
panoramas from specific viewpoints, encompassing broad vistas with natural, built and other 
features of interest. 
 
These were then tested through the consultation process.  A key milestone was the formal 
consultation with the community and stakeholders on the draft plan which took place early in 
2016.   The proposed views were met positively by the community, with one comment being 
received for the addition/modification of a further important view, which was agreed. 
 
The following views (accessible to the public) have been identified as especially important and 
distinctive. 
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Ref 1 
Location From Matlock Road   
Description Standing off Matlock Road close to its junction with 

Walton Back Lane and near the entrance to the public 
footpath, this offers a panoramic 180-degree vista 
across attractive open countryside and the wooded hills 
beyond. 
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Ref 2 
Location From Holymoorside towards Bage Hill   
Description Standing off Holymoorside Road, long, varied and largely 

unbroken views are offered across open countryside and 
mature trees and towards the Village of Holymoorside and 
the hills above.  An attractive dry stone wall stands in the 
foreground. 
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Ref 3 
Location Towards Windy Ridge 
Description Standing or sitting in Holymoorside Recreation Ground off 

Holymoorside Road looking east, long and largely unbroken 
views are provided of the Valley and the hills above. 
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Ref 4 
Location Coming down from Harewood Road 
Description Walking, cycling or driving along Harewood Road to and 

from the village of Holymoorside offers changing short and 
long distance views across attractive hills and the 
surrounding countryside as well as glimpses of 
Holymoorside Village. 
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64 | P a g e  

 

Ref 5 
Location Bage Hill 
Description Looking north from Bage Hill from a point about 100m 

south of eth entrance to High house Farm, this offers 
panoramic and long distance views across the Valley 
and towards Chesterfield and the hills above.  
Chesterfield Spire is visible on the sky line. 

 
  



 
 

65 | P a g e  

 

Ref 6 
Location Towards Holymoorside and Pocknedge Lane 
Description Standing on the footpath off Pocknedge Lane and 

looking towards the Village of Holymoorside to the 
east, provide open views of the surrounding 
countryside across the (largely hidden) village of 
Holymoorside and towards the attractive hills above. 
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Ref 7 
Location From Hipper Hall to the east and south of the Parish 
Description Between Hipper Hall (a Listed Building) and a detached 

property of Holymoor Road this view punctuates the street 
scene and offers expansive views of the Valley below and 
towards the thickly wooded hills.    
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Ref 8 
Location From footpath behind Yew Tree Farm looking to the 

east and south of the Parish 
Description A public footpath behind Yew Tree Farm provides 

elevated 180 degree views of Holymoorside village 
and the hills behind. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

A Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared for Holymoorside and Walton Parish.   
 
This supporting paper explains the background designation of Local Green Spaces in the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan.  It sets out the background to Local Green Spaces and explains the 
methodology used.  

2.0 Policy Context 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)10 introduced the concept of Local Green Space 
(LGS) designation.  LGS designation is a way to provide special protection against development 
for green areas of particular importance to local communities.  
 
Section 76 of the NPPF provides the following information on Local Green Space designations: 
“Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for special 
protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as Local Green 
Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in very special 
circumstances. Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be consistent with the 
local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs 
and other essential services”.   
 
Adding “Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open 
space”.   
 
Additional guidance is provided in the National Planning Practice Guidance section on “open 
space, sports and recreation facilities, public rights of way and local green space”.  
 

3.0 Process for Designation 
 
Whilst the NPPF establishes the concept of LGS designation and provides some guiding 
principles, it gives local communities preparing a Neighbourhood Plan some discretion to 
determine how to implement this at the local level.  

A four-stage approach was adopted by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

Step 1: Identification of potential sites.  

Potential sites were derived from two main sources.  Firstly, local knowledge including the 
outcomes from the community consultation events and secondly; sources such as the results 
from the North East Derbyshire District Council’s Recreation Research Report 2007 and 

                                                           
10 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf) 
 



 
 

74 | P a g e  

 

recreational allocations set out in the North East Derbyshire Local Plan (adopted November 
2005). 

Step 2: Assessment against the NPPF criteria 

The sites were then assessed to consider their suitability for LGS designation.  To allow 
comparative assessment of the sites, a form was created based on the criteria in the NPPF.  
These are that the sites are: 

 in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  
 demonstrably special to a local community  
 holds a particular local significance, for example because of its  

- beauty,  
- historic significance,  
- recreational value (including as a playing field),  
- tranquility or  
- richness of its wildlife  

 local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.  
 
These criteria were used to create a LGS evaluation form. This enabled a consistent and 
transparent methodology for identifying LGSs in the Parish.   

The Group, like most undertaking LGS analysis, faced challenges with the absence of a statutory 
or commonly used definition of these terms, particularly what constitutes, ‘close proximity’ or 
comprises an ‘extensive tract of land’.  A common sense approach was taken, while at the same 
time, having regard to good practice and the experiences of LGS designations in approved 
Neighbourhood Plans.   

Step 3:  Further review 

All the proposed sites were then reviewed for their appropriateness for designation as LGS by 
the independent consultant helping prepare the Plan, acting in a ‘critical friend’ role. 

Step 4:  Consultation 

Satisfied that the sites met in principle, the criteria for LGS designation and should be formally 
proposed for designation in the Neighbourhood Plan, they were then “tested” through the Plan 
process.  The sites were set out for comment at the drop-in event held in October 2015 on the 
emerging policies as well as the community and wider consultation on the draft plan.   No 
adverse comments were received on the proposed LGS.  
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4.0 Local Green Space Site Assessment Forms 
 

Code 1 
Site Holymoor Road Recreation Ground. 
Address/location Holymoor Road, Holymoorside. 
Description Public outdoor recreation/open space in the 

middle of a residential area and next to the 
Village Hall. Mainly mown grass with playing 
field fields as well as other - generally 
surrounded by hedgerows and back gardens to 
north, west and south sides.  

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes. 

Does the site have local significance? Well used over many years.  Put forward by the 
Steering Group. 

Is it beautiful?  The open space provides visual amenity to 
residents.  Attractive setting. 

Does it have historic significance?  Not in particular.  Long standing recreation 
area. 

Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

Yes, both formal and informal.  Well used. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle? 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited some trees and hedges on the edge of 
the site. 

Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes, in the heart of the Village of Holymoorside. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements 
for provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 2 
Site Holymoor Recreation Children’s Play Area. 
Address/location Holymoor Road, Holymoorside. 
Description Landscaped children’s Play Ground with 

swings see-saw etc., to the east the Village Hall 
and playing field and to the south. 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes. 

Does the site have local significance? Well used over many years.  Put forward by the 
Steering Group. 

Is it beautiful?  Attractive setting 
Does it have historic significance?  Not in particular.  
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

Well used.  Children’s Play Ground with 
seating. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

The general area is. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? No. 
Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes, in the heart of the Village of Holymoorside. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements 
for provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 3 
Site St Peter’s Church Yard/Cemetery. 
Address/location Off Cotton Hill Road, next to the Church of St 

Peter’s. 
Description Church yard and cemetery adjacent to St Peters 

Church. Is a grassed area with headstones, mature 
trees and footpaths. 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes, in the south eastern edge of Holymoorside 
Village. 

Does the site have local significance? Yes, and put forward by the Steering Group. 
Is it beautiful?  Yes, and adjacent to a Listed Building 
Does it have historic significance?  Yes, used as a graveyard/churchyard for many 

centuries. 
Does it have recreation value? including 
playing fields, in/formal 

Of limited value, mainly informal.  Walking and 
sitting. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from 
noise and bustle 

Yes 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Yes, of some value - supports birds, small animals 
and flowers. 

Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes, located in the Village of Holymoorside. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic 
requirements for provision of homes, 
employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 4 
Site The Alders Housing Green Space. 
Address/location Off Loads Rd, Holymoorside. 
Description Roughly triangular shaped area of public 

amenity space.  Mainly grassed, a few trees 
and a bench. 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes, on the edge of the Village of Holymoorside 
and within a small housing complex. 

Does the site have local significance? Yes, provides a valuable amenity space, put 
forward by the community. 

Is it beautiful?  Yes, small amenity green space.  Adds to the 
setting of the small housing area. 

Does it have historic significance?  Not considered to have. 
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

It is visual/informal amenity space rather than 
useable formal public space.   Has seating 
area. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited - amenity grassland with a few small 
trees. 

Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements 
for provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 5 
Site Brook Close Housing Green Space. 
Address/location At the end of Brook Close, Holymoorside. 
Description Roughly rectangular shaped area of public 

amenity space at the end of Brook Close.  
Mainly grassed, but some trees. The site 
stretches between two cul-de-sacs, and there 
is a footpath that runs through it. 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes.   The site is surrounded by residential 
development. 

Does the site have local significance? Small amenity green space within a housing 
development, put forward by the community. 

Is it beautiful?  Yes. 
Does it have historic significance?  No. 
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

It is visual amenity space rather than useable 
public space. Provides important connectivity in 
an area characterised by cul-de-sacs 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited - amenity grassland with some trees. 
Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements 
for provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 6 
Site Heather Way Green Space. 
Address/location At the end of Heather Way, Holymoorside. 
Description Roughly rectangular shaped area of public 

amenity space between Heather Way and 
Penny Well Drive.  Grassed. 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes, surrounded by housing 

Does the site have local significance? Small amenity green space left at the end of a 
housing development, put forward by the 
community.  

Is it beautiful?  Of some value to the setting of the housing 
estate. 

Does it have historic significance?  Nothing in particular. 
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

It is visual amenity space rather than useable 
public space. It also provides a green and 
walkable connection within the estate. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited - amenity grassland. 
Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements 
for provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 7 
Site Chandler Hill Lane Allotments. 
Address/location Chandler Hill, Holymoorside. 
Description Allotment Site. 
Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

On the edge of the village of Holymoorside. 

Does the site have local significance? Yes, important community facility put forward 
by the community.  Well used. 

Is it beautiful?  Of limited beauty. 
Does it have historic significance?  Not in particular. 
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

Yes, well used and popular allotment site. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

Yes, nice views towards the Village. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Yes, but limited supports some wildlife and 
wildflowers, plus the crops grown on the site. 

Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements for 
provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 8 
Site Rosedale View Children’s Play Area, Walton.  
Address/location At the end of Rosedale View, Walton. 
Description Small children’s play area with slide plus 

amenity space and bench. 
Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes.  Located within a residential 
development. 

Does the site have local significance? Yes, provides a valuable amenity put forward 
by the community. One of only a very few 
functional/ recreational green spaces in the 
area.  

Is it beautiful?  Not particularly. 
Does it have historic significance?  No. 
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

Yes, both for formal (play equipment) and 
informal (seating). 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited - Amenity grassland with a few small 
trees. 

Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements for 
provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 9 
Site Beeley View Children’s Play Area, Walton.  
Address/location A roughly rectangular area of land off Beeley 

View, Walton. 
Description Small children’s play area with slide, swings etc. 

plus grassed amenity space and bench. 
 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes, surrounded by residential development. 

Does the site have local significance? Yes, provides a valuable amenity put forward by 
the community. One of only a very few 
functional/ recreational green spaces in the 
area. 

Is it beautiful?  Not particularly. 
Does it have historic significance?  No. 
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

Yes, both for formal (play equipment) and 
informal (seating). 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited - Amenity grassland with a few small 
trees. 

Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements for 
provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 10 
Site Pinfold Close. 
Address/location Off Pinfold Close, Holymoorside. 
Description Small areas of interlinked public amenity space 

off Pinfold Close, which connect with 
Pocknedge Lane.  Grassed, some trees and 
flowerbeds.   Has seating area.  There is a 
footpath running through much of it. 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would 
serve? I.e. within 400m 

Yes, surrounded on three sides by residential 
development. 

Does the site have local significance? Small amenity green spaces part of a housing 
development, put forward by the community. 

Is it beautiful?  Of some value. 
Does it have historic significance?  Nothing in particular 
Does it have recreation value? including playing 
fields, in/formal 

It is visual amenity space rather than useable 
public space.   Some informal value.  Seating 
area and footpath. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise 
and bustle 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited - amenity grassland, some trees. 
Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements for 
provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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Code 11 
Site The Pinfold.  
Address/location Corner of Holymoor Road and Pocknedge 

Lane, Holymoorside. 
Description Roughly triangular shaped area of raise 

public amenity space at the corner of 
Holymoor Road and Pocknedge Lane.   
Flower bed with a tree.  Seating area. 

Public Access Yes. 
Is it in close proximity to the community it would serve? 
I.e. within 400m 

Yes. 

Does the site have local significance? Yes, ancient Pinfold.  Commerative 
plaque. 

Is it beautiful?  Of some value. 
Does it have historic significance? I Yes, rare example of a Pinfold. 
Does it have recreation value? including playing fields, 
in/formal 

It is visual amenity space rather than 
useable public space. 

Is it tranquil? Is it a peaceful place away from noise and 
bustle 

Yes. 

Does the site have wildlife value? Biodiversity? Limited - amenity grassland. 
Is the site local in character? (i.e. serves local 
community and not extensive) 

Yes. 

Does site contribute to LP strategic requirements for 
provision of homes, employment or services? 

No. 

Other No. 
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