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HOLYMOORSIDE & WALTON PARISH COUNCIL 

September 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 
 

 

Council Meetings 
 

A public questions session is held at every 
council meeting.  If you would like to put a 
question to the council or to make 
observations, then please come along.   
 If you would like the parish council to discuss 
any matter or seek their help, please send an e-
mail or letter to the clerk or a councillor.    
 

For an item to be included on an agenda, the 
matter will generally need to be received by 
the clerk by 11.15 on the Monday the week 
before the meeting is to be held.  This is 
subject to change in the event of staff holidays. 
 

Future meetings are scheduled for Tuesday 6th 
October, 3rd November and 1st December. 
Meetings usually commence at 7.30 pm in the 
village hall, Holymoorside unless indicated 
otherwise but due to Covid-19 the meetings 
may need to be held via video conferencing. 
 

Please check out the website for all the latest 
information. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION STRATEGY 
 

Your parish council, as part of their Forward Plan 
2020-2021, intends to adopt a Climate Change 
Action Strategy and have appointed a small 
working party of councillors to work on this 
initiative and make suggestions as to how we can 
play our part in reducing the carbon footprint.  
The parish council is keen to involve members of 
the public on this matter so if any resident would 
like to become involved with the working party 
then please contact the Clerk in the first instance 
by the 20th September 2020. 

 
Hallowe’en Disco 

It was with great sadness the parish council 
made the decision to cancel the Hallowe’en 
disco for the end of October due to social 
distancing guidelines.  However, it is hoped 
that the disco will be back in 2021!    

 

 
 

 

Your Village Hall Is Open 
 

Like many other venues, the village hall 
was closed for many weeks due to the 
Covid-19 virus. 
 

Following the government announcement 
on the 24th May that nurseries may start to 
open on the 1st June, the village hall re-
opened its doors to Holymoorside Pre-
School for two mornings each week 
during part of June and July. 
 

Discussions were held and risk 
assessments were completed by both 
parties prior to re-opening in order to 
agree and implement processes to 
reduce the risk of infection and safeguard 
staff, parents and children. 
 

Other regular groups and classes are now 
keen to return to their normal routines and 
many are planning to resume their 
activities in September though for some, 
it may not be possible until a later date. 
 

If you wish to hire the hall or discuss the 
resumption of your regular bookings    
please call Marion on 569882 who is 
happy and able to help facilitate your 
booking or return. 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

 
 

 
Physics Tuition 

Debbie Botham 

With 24 years’ experience teaching and 

examining GCSE and A level. 

BOOKINGS TAKEN FOR SEPTEMBER START 

07790 819161 
debbotham@gmail.com 
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       VJ 75 Commemoration 

 

Saturday 15 August 2020 
 

 
 

Members of Holymoorside and Walton 
Council gathered at the Parish War 
memorial to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of VJ Day.  Attending the 
ceremony was the Chair of the District 
Council.  Pictured is the Chair of the Parish 
Council, Chair of NEDDC and those who 
participated in the service by sharing VJ Day 
related readings. 

STOP PRESS 
Latest Covid News and the Village Hall 
The parish council is very proud to inform 
residents that they have been awarded a 
covid-19 secure certificate by North East 

Derbyshire District Council.   
This shows that we comply with all the 

regulations and guidelines to ensure the 
safety of all hirers returning to the hall. 

The process of receiving this award was very 
stringent and thanks are recorded to all 

members of staff who worked so hard to 
enable the parish council to re-open safely. 

 

Forward Plan 2020-2021 
 

The parish council’s forward plan has now, 
belatedly, due to covid-19, been adopted with 
many exciting aspirational plans included. 
 

As well as the normal on-going commitment to be 
involved in planning issues, with consideration 
being given to the Neighbourhood Plan, your 
parish council has also had to include important 
aims in response to the covid-19 pandemic.  The 
council will have to consider very carefully the 
impact of the pandemic and the substantial loss of 
income from the village hall as a result of this.  
However, in order to promote the use of the 
hall and increase revenue, another wedding 
fair will be scheduled for 2021 in lieu of the 
cancelled one March 2020.  

 

Included in the forward plan is the aim to become 
involved in tackling climate change and to play our 
part in reducing carbon emissions.  A working 
party has been formed to investigate and advise.  

 

Initiatives also include the possibility of planting 
of wildflowers on grass verges and the provision 
of vehicle activated signs.  However, both these 
ideas will need to be in partnership with other 
authorities and currently, your parish council is 
not able to progress with the vehicle activated 
signs due to Derbyshire County Council’s current 
policies. 

 

Your parish council also aims to provide 
community cultural events throughout the year, 
possibly to tie in with historical people or events, 
but these plans will need to reconsidered due to 
Covid 19. 

 

A commitment has been made to work with North 
East Derbyshire District Council in relation to the 
inclusion of parish amenities on their forthcoming 
‘app’ to promote accessibility information for 
people with disabilities across the parish. 

 

Your parish council will also be reapplying for 
the Local Council Award Scheme quality status, 
a benchmark of good practice for all councils.  

 

It is understood that not all aims in the plan will 
be completed this year but any that are not will 
be carried forward and the parish council is 
grateful to the residents who submitted 
suggestions for council’s consideration. 
 
 

KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
 

Alterations 
 

SHOWER & ELECTRICAL 
 

Repairs 
 

Your Local Experienced 
 

Tradesman 
 

Dave Banks Tel; 567333 
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BIRDS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Father & Daughter run business 
24 Hour Service with Private Chapel of Rest 

Golden Charter Funeral Plans available 
44 Loads Road, Holymoorside, 

Chesterfield, S42 7EU 
T: 01246 566592 or 

07831 851639 
mail@johnbirds.com 

www.birdsfuneralservices.co.uk 
 

Parish Council News in Brief 
Administration-times have been challenging for 
all councils since March 2020 with meetings 
not being allowed.  Fortunately, new rules 
implemented in the Spring meant that the 
council could meet via video conferencing with 
the first meeting being held in May.  All 
subsequent meetings have since been held 
remotely and a decision will be made at the 
September meeting to decide if this will 
continue with consideration being given to the 
latest government guidelines.  The parish 
council is pleased to note that it is therefore 
very much ‘business as usual’ and has been 
busy continuing to serve the community. 
The parish council has submitted an insurance 
claim for loss of income but this, along with 
many other claims, is currently the subject of a 
high court decision, expected early autumn. 
Community Events- it was with great sadness 
that the parish council had to cancel the much 
anticipated VE 75 Day celebrations in June.  
However, members were heartened to see so 
many residents commemorating this important 
date whilst managing to socially distance!  The 
Hallowe’en disco has already been cancelled 
however the Remembrance Service is expected 
to proceed but no decision has yet been made 
in relation to the Christmas concert.  
Finance-as with all businesses registered for 
rates with the district council, a grant of ten 
thousand pounds was received from the 
government to assist during the pandemic 
situation.  As the council allocated some of 
these funds to the sports clubs within the 
parish, the council was in a final position of 
funds in their account just exceeding seven 

thousand pounds to help the business remain 
viable. 
The impact of covid-19 on the income of the 
hall cannot be fully assessed at this point but it 
expected to have a substantial repercussion for 
both this and future years. 
Food-Bank-the council was very proud to work 
in partnership with North East Derbyshire 
District Council and, for nearly four months, 
ran a weekly collection point from the village 
hall.  The response and donations from 
residents were outstanding and very well 
received by those residents in the district in 
need. 
Outside-the tennis courts have been repainted 
and the work was completed to a very high 
standard.  This was funded equally by the 
tennis club and the sinking fund held by the 
council from their annual rent. 
Residents are reminded, following multiple 
complaints from residents, that barbeques are 
not allowed on the recreation ground. 
Pride of Parish Award-although a worthy 
recipient has been chosen to receive the award 
for 2020, the cancellation of the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish meant that this 
prestigious award has been delayed until the 
council can meet in person.  Please check 
forthcoming agendas and the website for 
further information. 
Village hall-whether closed due to covid-19 or 
not, maintenance is required and on-going, 
including water testing and repairs to the 
central heating system at the hall and the 
caretakers are both busy decorating and a full 
clean has been carried out. 
The bar area has been upgraded with lighting 
in the lounge due to be upgraded in the near 
future. 
There is currently no Post Office running from 
the village hall, which is due to social distancing 
measures.  The parish council would very much 
like to see this valuable community service 
return and so have decided not to charge them 
hire fees from August 2020 for one year.   
In order to remain competitive and whilst 
bookings are reduced, members resolved not 

mailto:mail@johnbirds.com
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to increase hire fees for the hall from April 
2021.  It is anticipated this will aid many local 
groups, who may be struggling with their own 
income.   
Due to the hall requiring daily safety 
inspections, and the increased use of, and 
debris on the recreation ground, no staff were 
furloughed as the safety of the community   
assets and residents was deemed of the 
upmost importance.   
Walton Community Development Centre-your 
parish council has been approached by the 
trustees of this valuable community asset for 
possible assistance with the long-term 
continuity of the building and its service to the 
community.  Although still in the very early 
stages of liaison, in principle, the council is 
committed to helping out in any way possible. 
Website-all local authorities now have a duty 
to comply with the Public Sector Access 
Regulations and much work has been carried 
out to ensure the council’s website is 
compliant.  Please check the site for the latest 
news, contact information, road closures and 
press releases.    
 

Anyone for Tennis? 
Holymoorside Tennis Club welcomes all to 
come and play on our fabulous newly 
refurbished courts!  Membership and casual 
(play as you go) options available.  Further 
information can be found on the noticeboard at 
the club house or find us on Facebook.    
 

The courts are a community facility and most of 
the time (when not in use for club events), are 
available for public use. There is no need to 
book.  A day fee of £3 per adult and £1 per junior 
is payable which we ask is put in the day fee box 
at the court entrance before entering the court 
or pay by BACs.   
 

We are following Lawn Tennis Association 
Covid guidance to keep players and visitors 
safe.  Please observe social distancing and the 
other publicised safety precautions when at the 
courts.  
 

Disclaimer -please note the articles from the external 
groups expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily 
the view of the parish council.  

    Holymoorside Pre-school                                       
As the country went into lockdown, pre-school 
too had to close it doors. During that time much 
work went on behind the scenes, keeping in 
touch with our families and getting to grips with 
the many updates in the guidance. 
Eventually we received the news that we could 
look at reopening and plans were put in place 
with the help of Kate and Marion at the village 
hall.  
We began taking children again on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 23rd June offering shorted 
sessions which gave staff time to organise and 
make the premises safe. 
Children were divided into small bubble groups 
with designated staff members which worked 
much better than anticipated, the children being 
very accepting of the new situation.  
During these weeks we had a lot of fun, spending 
time outdoors exploring the village and we even 
manged to hold a mini sports event where 
everyone was a winner. The children learnt about 
living things through growing seeds and looking 
at the life cycle of butterflies.  
We said goodbye to our older children who start 
school next term and wish them well for the 
future.  
Everyone at pre-school is looking forward to 
returning in September, seeing familiar faces and 
meeting new families. Hopefully we will be able 
to open for normal session times, this is to be 
decided at the end of August and we shall keep 
all our families informed.  
Thank you to the village hall staff for their 

invaluable assistance and understanding of what 

our needs were to reopen.  

Also thank you to all our families for their support 

and cooperation throughout.   

If you are interested in a place for your child 
aged 2-5 years old, you can phone: -  
Sandra 568515 or Diane 566619.  
Alternatively, you can message our Facebook 
page or email to: - 
preschoolholymoorside@gmail.com  
 

LADYWOOD 
MOT & Repair Centre 

Your local choice for 
MOT, repairs, diagnostics 

& new tyres 

for all makes of vehicle 

Baslow Road, Chander Hill, Holymoorside 
Tel; 01246 566312 

 

mailto:preschoolholymoorside@gmail.com
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