
Press release 5th May 2020 
 

Holymoorside & Walton Parish Council 
 

Holymoorside & Walton Parish Council held their full meeting of the council, via video conferencing on 
Tuesday the 5th May 2020 and in attendance were Councillors; Martin Thacker (in the chair), Audrey 
Broderick, Ann Grinbergs, Diana Hinchliffe, Alan Holmes, Pat Maskrey, Denise Phelps, Jeff Swallow, Paul 
Truscott, Norman Wragg, Clerk Kate Brailsford and DCC Councillor A Foster. 
 

Prior to any business being conducted the council’s standing orders were amended to allow video 
conferencing in line with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 
Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 and the 
means of voting and indicating when members wished to speak were confirmed.  This is the first virtual 
meeting of the parish council since its inception in 1935 and this necessary change to the council’s 
procedure was a great success. 
 

Under public participation Derbyshire County Council Councillor A Foster reported reported on the actions 
of the county council during the current pandemic, how they are supporting vulnerable residents and that 
she had some grant money available to help support community groups.  Cllr Foster also reported the 
launch of ‘Derbyshire Spirit’ an initiative to highlight the help provided in the community.  Cllr Foster also 
responded to comments in relation to grass verges in Holymoorside, that some residents had been 
instructed to remove protective stones from them, which they considered unfair.  Cllr Foster acknowledged 
that she had been dealing with the problem of damaged verges, some due to a construction site in the area, 
but this was a county wide problem.  She however did note that she would support cultivation licences for 
shrubs to be planted on the grass verges if applied for and that road repairs were continuing with many 
reports of potholes being submitted.  

 

North East Derbyshire District Council Councillor, M Thacker,  reported that the district council had 
responded swiftly and positively to support residents during the pandemic situation and this action had 
resulted in them being rated highly nationwide for the distribution of government business funds.  He 
reported on the number of residents who had been helped with food and pharmacy distributions and there 
was a dedicated community support team available to help all residents. 

 

Cllr M Thacker also reported on the overwhelming donations received from both the parish and the ward, 
with one donation of £8000 being received, which had enabled a £1000 donation to Ashgate Hospice.  
Parish donations had exceeded all expectations and both NEDDC and Rykneld Homes were very grateful for 
this.   Cllr Thacker was also pleased to report that, following a total re-vamp of the NEDDC council website, 
they now ranked third for accessibility across the UK. 
 

Normal business was conducted including planning matters, councillors’ actions and, in order to ensure full 
transparency, all previous remote and delegated decisions were accepted and resolved. 
 

Various policies were considered, reviewed  and approved and the latest report in relation to the website’s 
accessibility and revised statement was resolved.  Dates for the meetings over the next civic year were 
accepted and Somersall Rangers Football Club’s request for continued use of the recreation ground was 
granted with no increase in fees for the 2020-2021 season. 
 

Members discussed the possibility of a VJ 75 celebration event in August 2020 and a final decision will be 
made on this at the June meeting. 
 

All financial matters and paid invoices were reported and it was noted that the end of year accounts would 
be on the June agenda.  Members also received information in relation to changes to the direct debit 
payments for utility services, forthcoming changes to the interest rates and that half the precept and 
community support grant had been received from NEDDC. 
 

The next meeting of the parish council is scheduled for Tuesday 2nd June 2020 at 7.30pm with format to be 
decided at a later date in line with up to date government regulations. 


