
Press release 7th July 2020 
 

Holymoorside & Walton Parish Council 
 

Holymoorside & Walton Parish Council held their full meeting of the council, via video conferencing, on Tuesday 
the 7th July 2020 and in attendance were Councillors; Martin Thacker (in the chair), Audrey Broderick, Ann 
Grinbergs, Diana Hinchliffe, Alan Holmes, Pat Maskrey, Denise Phelps, Jeff Swallow, Paul Truscott, Norman 
Wragg and Clerk Kate Brailsford. 
 

Under public participation, North East Derbyshire District Council Councillor M Thacker reported that 
Stagecoach had initiated changes to the timetable, without any consultation process.  It appeared that a 
skeleton service was in operation but no further information was available at the moment.  Cllr Thacker also 
reported that, from the 13th July, he was stepping down as leader of NEDDC due to his appointment to a 
national role.  However, Cllr Thacker noted that he would remain on some committees at NEDDC and would 
continue to represent the parish on all district matters as well as continuing as a parish councillor.   
 

Following the acceptance of previous minutes and noting the planning matters as presented, various council 
policies were reviewed and resolved for one year.  The Chairman, Martin Thacker, gave a positive verbal 
report following his attendance at Holymoorside and Walton Arts Festival Society events.  He noted that all 
the events had been well attended, very enjoyable and everyone had been most welcoming.  Members also 
received a positive verbal report following attendance at the NEDDC town/parish seminar and the Clerk 
reported that the agenda had been well thought out, with emphasis on parish matters and had been most 
informative.   
 

Members were pleased to note positive information in relation to covid-19 matters, there had been a 
successful return of the pre-school group to the hall, football training had resumed, the play area had been 
opened, following the government guidelines, and that all regular hirers would be sent communication on 
relation to their future bookings.    It was agreed that all meetings up to and including the September 
meeting will be via video conferencing at which the situation will be reassessed.  This means that the 
presentation of the Pride of Parish Award 2020 has been put on hold until the council can meet in person.  
Unfortunately, and with sadness, members decided not to hold a Hallowe’en disco this year as the long-
term lockdown situation was unknown and the drastic loss of income since March was noted. 
 

It was reported that the bar area refurbishment had been completed and a decision was made to upgrade 
the lighting as well. Other village hall matters included the reduction of refuse collections, which had 
provided a credit back to the council and the loss of a regular hirer. 
 

Administration matters included the completion of the forward plan 2019-2020 and discussion in relation to 
a new plan for 2020-2021.  Following further suggestions, this will be resolved when edited.  Members 
agreed to the distribution of the annual report of the council and the normal procedure for printing and 
distribution be followed.  The re-evaluation report of council assets was accepted and the Clerk will now 
liaise with the insurance company to implement the changes.  Draft development and objectives documents 
were considered and the Clerk provided a comprehensive update on the Public Sector Accessibility 
Regulations prior to the council resolving acceptance of the amended accessibility statement. 
 

The council’s aim to tackle climate change was discussed, in consideration with the Climate Change Pack 
received from NEDDC.  It was agreed that, in the first instance, a small working party would be formed to 
consider the documents and a consultation article would be placed in the September newsletter. 
 

Outside matters included the placement of a sub meter on the irrigation system in order to try and reduce 
sewage costs at the facilities.  Members accepted reports following the six monthly street furniture check 
and the action taken, a verbal report following the allotment inspection and noted that staff were working 
on the removal of moss on the safety surfacing around the play equipment. 
 

The next full meeting of the parish council is scheduled for Tuesday 1st September 2020 at 7.30pm via video 
conferencing. 
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