
Holymoorside and Walton Beating the Bounds 
 

On Friday 27th July the custom of Beating the 
Bounds was carried out at the parish of 
Holymoorside and Walton. 
Beating the Bounds is an ancient tradition 
which would have formerly been carried out 
across the land in an era before maps, GPS 
devices and satnavs. It involves an annual 
perambulation of the parish boundary in 
order to instil in younger generations where 
the outer edges of the parish lay, and ensure 
that there had been no encroachment by 
neighbouring parishes.  
At Holymoorside and Walton, the custom is 
not quite so ancient, being instigated by local 

councillor Martin Thacker back in 2009 and since held annually. The traditional date to conduct a 
bound-beating exercise is governed by whenever Easter falls, usually taking place on Ascension Day 
(the fifth Thursday after Easter). However, Holymoorside and Walton conduct their boundary survey 
on a day in late July or early August. 
The walk visits eight inscribed boundary stones which were erected in 2000 to mark the Millennium, 
the first of which is to be found at the walk’s starting point, Holymoorside Village Hall car park. 
Around a dozen residents took part in the walk. The group were seen off by the MP for North East 
Derbyshire, Lee Rowley. As an active participant in local fun runs and marathons the Beating the 
Bounds would normally have posed no problem for Mr Rowley but as he had had an unfortunate slight 
injury the day before so had to leave the walk early on.   
The walk offered the opportunity to explore the footpaths of some lesser-known Derbyshire 
countryside, a few miles outside the well-trodden paths of the Peak District. The landscape was 
scorched yellow as a result of the ongoing 2018 heatwave. A few ominous rumbles of thunder as the 
group met at the Village Hall and a downpour which lasted all of two minutes just prior to setting off 
soon gave way to more blazing sunshine, and some of the route was completed by car for health and 
safety reasons owing to the excessive heat. Near Stubbing Court the walkers were met by a support 
team in cars who had brought pre-ordered bacon cobs and a camping stove and whistling kettle to 
provide cups of tea. This was a far cry from historic bound-beating walks, where children could be 
forcibly bumped on boundary stones, made to crawl through hedges or thrown into rivers as a way of 
drilling into them where the boundary points lay! (a historic reference in the Derbyshire Archaeological 
Journal records that at Baslow children were given gingerbread at each marker – a more civilised way 
of instilling the locations into their young minds). 
The annual walk offers a unique way for parishioners to experience their neighbourhood whilst 
providing a good opportunity for exercise and socialising. We are pleased to confirm that there had 
been no land grabs on the parish by neighbouring settlements! 
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