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   HOLYMOORSIDE & WALTON PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018-2019 

 
 

 
 
 
 

At the beginning of May 2019 the life of the current Parish Council came to an end.  This presents an 
opportunity to review service to the community and consider how the ‘Forward Plan’ for 
Holymoorside and Walton will be delivered. 
 

The Council considers there is much to celebrate over the last twelve months.  The Parish’s 
involvement in the nationwide day of commemorative events to mark the Centenary of the end of the 
First World War is of particular note.  The Council followed plans from The Queen’s Pageant Master to 
ensure a fitting tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  Page four of this report outlines how 
positive engagement with the community was achieved.  I believe those who were present at the 
beacon lighting that November night will agree it was a memorable occasion. 
 

The Parish Council has worked hard to improve engagement with the local community.  This has 
included launching a revamped website, reflecting developments in technology.  The website also 
provides a platform for local groups to advertise their events and activities. 
 

Engagement has included listening carefully to local groups.  The Parish Council responded to the 
concerns of Holymoorside Bowling Club about deterioration of the bowling green.  The installation of a 
watering system and changes to maintenance has meant the Club has a playing surface that has 
turned other bowling clubs ‘green with envy!’ 
 

A schedule for refurbishment of the Village Hall has been implemented.  The Council heeded the views 
of user groups and new curtains have been purchased, a decorating programme agreed and a new 
kitchen fitted. 
 

New schemes have been made financially possible within the Council’s budget.  In spite of NEDDC’s 
decision to phase out the support grant, financial prudence has been exercised to facilitate a number 
of projects.  The Council announced there would be no increase in the precept for the next financial 
year.  Once again, Holymoorside and Walton remains one of the lowest precepts across North East 
Derbyshire. 
 

Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council’s service to the community was recognised with the award of 
runner-up in the prestigious ‘Derbyshire Council of the Year’.  More information is given at page two of 
this report.  While the Council is proud to be named in this way, the positive affirmation of local 
residents if far more important! 
 

The Council has been pleased to receive positive feedback on a number of occasions.  However, the 
Council is not complacent and takes the views of local people seriously. There are plans to tackle dog 
fouling on the recreation ground and the increase in speeding vehicles for example.   
 

The support of the community is essential.  This report makes especial mention of a number of people 
who have contributed positively to the local area such as Mr. Stuart Mellor and his excellent work to 
enhance the Pinfold, as well as the unfailing dedication of Mrs. Anne White.  The latter was recognised 
with the presentation of a Pride of Parish Award in May 2018. 
 

The Council is proud to serve the locality.  In recording appreciation to dedicated Councillors, diligent 
Clerk and hardworking staff for all they have achieved, there is also gratitude to all residents who play 
their part in making the Parish of Holymoorside and Walton a very special place.                 
 

       Councillor Martin Thacker M.B.E. 
                                                                                                                                         Chairman 



Page 2 of 8 
 

Administration 
Holymoorside & Walton Parish Council were delighted to receive an 
award; the BHIB council of the year for Derbyshire excellence award, 
runner up for 2018.  The council faced stiff opposition from many of 
the larger town councils throughout the whole of Derbyshire and 
only narrowly missed out on first place!  Derbyshire Association of 
Local Councils representative, Glen Ingham, noted that the judges 
were particularly impressed with the council’s aim to ‘Promote 
Parish Pride’  and local traditions were highlighted, ranging from 
taking ownership of the well dressing shelter to the upkeep of the 

local tradition of ‘Beating the Bounds’. 
Parish Council Chairman, Martin Thacker said  ‘the award is recognition of how the Council serves the 
community effectively.  All Councillors are unpaid volunteers who work for the good of the 
Parish.  Positive relationships with local people, groups and organisations lead to enhanced outcomes 
for all.  We are grateful to all who engage with the Council and contributed to our Parish being 
recognised in this way’. 
 

Other administrative matters included the introduction of the new General Data Protection 
Regulations, which are fully complied with.  Members were very pleased that a complete ‘bill of 
health’ was received from the external auditor, demonstrating that the council’s financial procedures 
complied with all relevant legislation. 
  

Allotments 
 

The annual allotment awards for Holymoorside and Walton Parish  
are an opportunity for the Council to demonstrate particular 
appreciation for local allotment holders who have worked 
tirelessly over the last twelve months.  The Council acknowledges 
all who have spent time and energy in the pursuit of ensuring a 
bumper crop on their allotments.  This year's awards were 
presented to: Mr. Terry Boyer for the best kept allotment and Mrs. 
Trudy Kinirons for most improved allotment. 
 

Pictured are Mr. David Boyer (collecting on behalf of his brother) and Trudy Kinirons receiving their awards from the Parish 
Council Chairman, Councillor Martin Thacker (right) 

 

Changes to how the allotments are monitored have been implemented and monthly checks are now 
carried out by the Clerk.  All plots are now taken and, following a review of the annual fee, some 
tenants have benefitted from a reduction in their rent. 
 

Communication and information 
 

The council remains committed to the production of the parish newsletter and to ensuring that every 
property in the parish receives a copy.  It is delivered in conjunction with ‘Sidelines’, which lists local 
events in the parish. Production of the newsletter in 2018 was partly funded by the advertisers; Dave 
Banks Electrical, Ladywood MOT & Repair Centre, Lawnmower Man, Home Instead Senior Care, Bird’s 
Funeral Directors and Holymoorside Cattery. Three newsletters are produced annually as well as this 
report of parish council activities. 
 

Official thanks are recorded for Mr & Mrs Plumb & Mr & Mrs Presswood for their help in the 
distribution of newsletters in Walton. 
 

Your parish council have also worked hard to provide a new website and have offered local groups the 
opportunity to promote their activities on there.  Events scheduled in the village hall can also be 
placed on the web site calendar so please contact the Clerk for further information.  You will also be 
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able to find all the latest minutes, agendas, action plan, policies and press releases, together with 
general news such as mobile library times and consultation documents. 
 

Finance 
 

The parish council has a duty to ensure its financial status is regularly monitored, which is done by 
regular meetings, internal audit checks by a councillor and an internal auditor, independent from the 
council, who attends annually and the council then submits the accounts to an external auditor.  
Members were pleased to note that the external auditor made ‘no comment’ in relation to the 
council’s financial status and this is the best possible response to receive from them.     
 

On occasion, the council is approached for grants and this year St Peter’s Church was awarded £400 
towards churchyard maintenance and £300 towards their memorial garden.   
 

Footpaths 
 

The footpath working party meets a minimum of twice a year, and receives reports from volunteers 
and councillors in relation to the condition of the paths in the parish and considers making 
recommendation to full council for any expenditure. 
Remedial works have been completed on a kissing gate and slippery steps this year, which is paid for 
under a Minor Maintenance Agreement with Derbyshire County Council.  
 

Health and Health & Safety 
 

The two defibrillator units in the parish, at Walton and Holymoorside, continue to be checked on a 
regular basis to ensure that they are ready for use should the need arise.  The council is aware that the 
Holymoorside one has been accessed by the emergency services on several occasions.  

 

Highway matters 
 

It has been a very busy year for traffic issues with your parish council working with Derbyshire County 
Council to address parking near the school and other areas in Holymoorside.  Traffic calming 
suggestions were made by DCC to try and alleviate any problems and they will be undertaking a 
consultation process Spring/early Summer. 
 

The possibility of a community speed-watch initiative was also fully investigated and members were 
pleased to note that nine volunteers came forward, all from Holymoorside Neighbourhood Watch, to 
be trained in the use of the equipment, receive H&S guidance and all information for them to fully 
carry out this valuable service for our community.  The parish council are very grateful to all the 
volunteers and hope that it will make the parish safer for all residents.   
 

Outside 
 

The pinfold gave a magnificent display of colour throughout 2018 and thanks are noted to Mr S Mellor 
for all his hard work.  Being a rural parish means that health and safety matters not only relate to 
buildings but all areas.  Therefore all outside furniture is checked on a regular basis and an annual tree 
audit completed with any remedial works carried out. 
 

The recreation ground and play area are suffering an increase in dog fouling.  Apart from being illegal 
not to clean up your dog’s mess, it is anti-social and a health hazard.  Your parish council is determined 
to take steps to alleviate this problem and will be working closely with North East Derbyshire District 
Council to combat this problem via a Public Space protection Order and it is the council’s intention to 
try and get dogs banned from the recreation ground and play area in order for it to be a clean place for 
children to play.  Whilst this is investigated further, additional signage has been placed. 
 

Residents may have also seen the two silhouettes, one in Walton and one in Holymoorside, which 
were placed on outside seats from September to November.  These were granted from Armistice and 
Armed Forces Community Programme and the council received many positive comments about them. 
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As usual thanks are recorded to resident Mr D Banks for putting up the lights on the Christmas tree in 
the play area, making a festive focal point for the community. 
  

Parish Council Organised Events 
 

A Fitting Tribute to Mark the End of World War One - In addition to the Remembrance Service, the 
Council staged a ‘Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute’ to mark a centenary of the end of the First World 
War.  The event was in line with The Queen’s Pageant Master’s guidance for national commemoration.  
 

Local residents gathered to hear a selection of music from Holymoorside Band that included a march 
entitled ‘The Old Pals’ and the poignant ‘In Flanders Field.’  Interspersed was a selection of War poetry 
and readings shared by people from the Parish.  To signify the Peace was entertainment from the trio 
‘Bella Sempre’,  featuring rousing songs from ‘It’s a Long Way to Tipperary’ to ‘Pack up Your Troubles’. 
 

Following the sounding of the Last Post, the Parish Council Chairman lit a beacon in the Recreation 
Ground.  The Parish beacon was among thousands of beacons lit across the U.K. on 11th November in 
commemoration and remembrance of the end of the war.  At the same time a bell tolled at St.Peter’s 
Church in the village. 
 

Council Chairman Councillor Martin Thacker said: “The Parish is proud to be associated with ‘Battle’s 
Over - A Nation’s Tribute’.  The event was a culmination of several the Council has organised over the 
last four years in respectful remembrance of those who gave their lives.” 
 

This event followed on from the council’s annual Remembrance service, an event always well attended 
and official thanks are sent to Holymoorside Band, Church representatives and a special thanks to 
Rosie Nieder for setting the PA system up so perfectly! 
 

Other council events included the Chairman’s Walk, held in July 18 and the annual Hallowe’en disco, 
which is a perfect opportunity for younger members of the community to engage in the tradition in a 
warm, safe environment and the hall is always full of witches, ghosts and ghouls!   
 

The Christmas concert in December is always a jolly start to the festive period with seasonal band 
music and refreshments and a sing-a-long guaranteed to raise the roof.   
 

Pride of Parish Awards 
 

Holymoorside resident, Mrs. Anne White was presented with the Pride of Parish 
Award by Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council at its Annual Meeting. 
 

The accolade is presented each year to those who have demonstrated ongoing 
service to the Parish.  In 2018 the Council unanimously supported the nomination 
of Mrs. Anne White.  For 24 years she had been Secretary at Holymoorside 
Primary School, where she had developed positive relationships with staff, 
governors, parents and pupils.  As a resident of the village for some 40 years she 
has been actively involved in a number of local organisations.  These include: 
Holymoorside History Society; Women's Institute; and Holymoorside Horticultural 
Society.  
 

When presenting the award Parish Council Chairman, Councillor Martin Thacker said: " The Council is 
proud to recognise the contribution Mrs. White has made to the local area and her commitment to 
improving the lives of others." 
 

Unfortunately, no residents were nominated for an award in 2019 so members have resolved to widen 
the criteria to include clubs, groups and organisations and one nomination for a group of residents has 
already been received for consideration in 2020. 

 

Scouting 
 

The parish council supports all youth activity in the parish but in particular, has worked closely with 
Holymoorside 1st Scout Group and offered their support in a variety of ways; a donation was given 
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towards their new storage facility and their activities held on council premises include the annual duck 
race and 10k run.  In 2011 an initial discussion were held in relation to the provision of an extension to 
the changing rooms, funded by grant donations sought by the scout group.  At the April 2019 meeting, 
this was again discussed and the council will provide information in relation to obtaining grants.  
Council members also agreed, in principle to support this wonderful initiative for the ever-growing 
scout group as this would also benefit the wider community via the availability of additional meeting 
rooms.  An extensive consultation process will be carried out to ascertain the consensus of the parish 
so please check the website for up to date information. 
 

Sports & leisure facilities 
 

The play area continues to be well used and the council continues to maintain it to a very high 
standard with minor remedial works being carried out when required.  This included re-build of the 
mound slide steps and repairs to the swings, which had been tampered with and caused them to be 
out of action for a period of time.   
 

Following a period of the bowling green suffering due to poor maintenance, members are now pleased 
to note the much improved condition of the green and works to the paving slabs around the green will 
enable user friendly wheel chair access.   There is a small outside water leak at the tennis and bowling 
facilities, which is proving difficult to locate and, although it is only a small amount, the cost over a 
year warrants further investigation before the matter escalates.  It is hoped that this will be resolved in 
the near future. 
 

Staff 
 

The council employs four members of staff. 

• Mrs Kate Brailsford –Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer.  She has worked for the council since 
July 1999 and obtained the Certificate in Local Policy Studies from the University of  
Gloucester in 2005.  She is on a programme of continuous professional development and 
attends a variety of training courses in order to keep up with current legislation. 

• Mrs Marion Dale-Administration Assistant.  Marion has worked for the council since September 
2007 taking bookings for the village hall and carrying out other duties related to the hall. 

• Mr Neil Chaplin - Caretaker/Cleaner has been in the council’s employment since August 2010.  

• Mr Vincent Payne – Caretaker/Cleaner has been in the council’s employment since April 2018 
and has swiftly become a valued member of the team. 

As an employer, the parish council takes its responsibility to all staff very seriously.  An independent 
human resources company provides professional advice in relation to contracts, staff handbooks and 
general employment issues and this service ensures the council complies and adheres to employment 
legislation. 
 

Village hall 
 

The village hall is currently benefiting from substantial refurbishment.  A new kitchen was fitted over 
the Easter period, together with new doors to the hatch leading to the main hall.  These new doors will 
fold almost completely to the wall thus alleviating a possible accident risk.   
 

New curtains have been provided and a decorating programme will be agreed for the summer 2019 
shut-down.  New foldable tables were required following the demise of the fixed leg ones and these 
have been well received by our hirers. 
 

Your parish council were fortunate to receive a grant for the provision of wi-fi in the hall and all hirers 
are welcome to use this facility. 
 

A full legionella inspection was carried out and the Clerk attended a City & Guilds course so she could 
be named the responsible person for the village hall.  Your council also commissions an independent 
risk assessment to ensure their standards and record keeping are maintained and all electric and gas 
checks carried out, together with fire extinguisher maintenance. 
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Financial information 
 

 Income  
2017/2018 

Income  
2018/2019 

   

Precept/Council Tax Support Grant 56196.00 57320.00 

Interest 12.89 67.31 

Allotment rents 581.00 468.00 

Village hall 24829.81 26577.46 

Football/recreation ground 755.00 744.20 

Tennis/bowling rent 7850.00 7850.00 

Footpath grant 403.66 120.00 

Other receipts 743.20 24.00 

Newsletter 647.00 480.00 

VAT 5882.06 1019.52 

Neighbourhood Planning 1218.40 NIL 

TOTAL 99119.02 94670.49 

   

   

 Expenditure 
2017/2018 

Expenditure 
2018/2019 

Sports/outside maintenance 24323.76 16770.47 

Administration & administration salaries 25012.53 25732.36 

VH & VH salaries 32429.40 33181.26 

S137 1948.34 1129.42 

Allotments 341.50 Incorporated with outside 
maintenance  

Footpaths 403.66 120.00 

VAT 4375.77 2721.74 

Neighbourhood Planning 749.40 NIL 

Total                         89584.36 79655.25 

   

 
Fantastic News on Council Precept! 

 

Your Parish Council is very pleased to inform local residents there will be  no increase in the amount of 
precept (as part of Council Tax) for the year 2019- 2020, which will remain at £57320.  This means that 
the Parish Council will not be seeking any additional money from the people it serves to fulfil all of its 
duties for the local area. 
This move bucks the trend of many other authorities, who have implemented increases. Holymoorside 
and Walton Parish Council has been able to do this through a new investment strategy, a revised forward 
plan for projects and expenditure, as well as rigorous monitoring of finance.  We are sure residents will 
welcome this decision. 
 

All parish councils will gradually lose the council tax support scheme grant, which will be phased out by 
2020.  Careful consideration ensures that the parish council is prepared for this reduction and is 
pleased to note that it remains one of the lowest of the parish precepts in the whole of North East 
Derbyshire (band D) for the forthcoming financial year.  This is despite having an array of amenities to 
maintain, which are equal to many of the larger councils in the district.
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HOLYMOORSIDE & WALTON PARISH COUNCIL - ATTENDANCE OF COUNCILLORS 2018-2019 
 

Council & 
Committee 
Meetings  
2018 to 2019 

FL 
MAY 
18 

FI  
MAY 
18 

FL 
JUNE 

18 

FL 
JULY 
18 

FI 
JULY 
18 

P 
JULY 
18 

S&L 
AUG 
18 

FL 
SEPT 

18  

FL 
OCT 
18 

FL 
NOV 
18 

FL  
NOV 
18 

FL 
JAN  
19 

FL 
FEB 
19 

FI 
FEB  
19 

FL 
MARCH 

19 

FL 
APRIL  

19 

AUDREY 
BRODERICK 

P A P P P N/A N/A P P P P P A A P P 

ANN GRINBERGS P A P P P N/A N/A P A P P A P A P A 

DIANA 
HINCHLIFFE 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

PAT MASKREY P P P P P N/A P P P P P P P P P P 

JEFF SWALLOW A P A P P P N/A P P P A P P P P P 

MARTIN THACKER P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

PAUL TRUSCOTT P A P P A A N/A P P P P P P P P P 

DONALD WALKER P P A P P P P P A P P P P P P P 

NORMAN WRAGG P P P P P N/A P P P P P P P P P P 

 
 
 
P indicates present at the meeting      

 
 
P – Personnel committee 

A indicates absent and apology accepted   FL – Full council meeting 
 indicates no apology or not accepted FI – Full council meeting called expressly to deal with 

financial matters 
N/A indicates not on the committee S&L  - Sports & Leisure committee 
 E-O – Extra-ordinary-full council 



Page 8 of 8 
 

Councils’ Responsibility 
 

Parish Council 
The Village Hall, Holymoor Road, 

Holymoorside, Chesterfield 
Tel 01246 865566 

 

North East Derbyshire District Council  
2013 Mill Lane, Chesterfield, S42 6NG 

Tel (01246) 231111 
 

Derbyshire County Council  
County Hall, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3AG 

Tel 08456 058 058 or 01629 533190 
 

Allotments Anti-social behaviour  Adult community education 
Bush shelter Bulk Waste/refuse collection Disability services 

Car park at the village hall Council tax Flooding 
Changing rooms Dangerous animals Gold travel cards 

Defibrillator Dog wardens Highways 
Dog bins Elections Libraries 

Footpaths-minor repairs Environmental health Potholes 
Grit-bins Fly tipping Schools 

Holymoorside village hall Housing Social services 
Notice-boards Pest control Street lighting 
Outside seats Planning permission Street repairs 

Play area Recycling Trading standards 
Recreation ground Rykneld Homes services Traffic & transport 

Sports Maintenance-Tennis & Bowling Street cleaning Waste disposal sites 
War Memorial and garden   Youth service 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION Please note, due to the recent elections and timescale for the production of this document we have not been able to 
publish contact details for parish, district or county councillors.   This information is now available on the notice-boards and website or by 
contacting the Clerk. 
 

Derbyshire County Councillor - Ms Angelique Foster email angelique.foster@derbyshire.gov.uk or phone Mobile: 07970 741781 or post 29 Burns Drive, 
Dronfield, S18 1NJ 
 

Member of Parliament - Lee Rowley- e-mail lee.rowley.mp@parliament.uk or phone 01246 439222 or post Eckington Business Centre Market St, Eckington, 
Sheffield S21 4JH 
Police - Tel; 101 for non-urgent reports of crime or general information.  All other emergency calls must be made to 999. 
 

Non-urgent Fire & Rescue - Administration and fire safety information is available for Tel; 01332 771221.  Emergency calls should be made to 999 
 

Healthcare - The 111 service in Derbyshire is available 24 hours a day and can provide help with enquiries about health information as well as whether you 
need to see a GP, pharmacist or need an ambulance.  Emergency calls must be made to 999 

mailto:angelique.foster@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:lee.rowley.mp@parliament.uk

	HOLYMOORSIDE & WALTON PARISH COUNCIL
	ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018-2019
	Administration
	Allotments
	Communication and information
	Finance
	Footpaths
	Health and Health & Safety
	Highway matters
	Outside
	Parish Council Organised Events
	Pride of Parish Awards
	Scouting
	Sports & leisure facilities
	Staff
	Village hall
	Financial information
	Fantastic News on Council Precept!
	HOLYMOORSIDE & WALTON PARISH COUNCIL - ATTENDANCE OF COUNCILLORS 2018-2019
	CONTACT INFORMATION Please note, due to the recent elections and timescale for the production of this document we have not been able to publish contact details for parish, district or county councillors.   This information is now available on the noti...
	Derbyshire County Councillor - Ms Angelique Foster email angelique.foster@derbyshire.gov.uk or phone Mobile: 07970 741781 or post 29 Burns Drive, Dronfield, S18 1NJ
	Member of Parliament - Lee Rowley- e-mail lee.rowley.mp@parliament.uk or phone 01246 439222 or post Eckington Business Centre Market St, Eckington, Sheffield S21 4JH
	Police - Tel; 101 for non-urgent reports of crime or general information.  All other emergency calls must be made to 999.

	Non-urgent Fire & Rescue - Administration and fire safety information is available for Tel; 01332 771221.  Emergency calls should be made to 999
	Healthcare - The 111 service in Derbyshire is available 24 hours a day and can provide help with enquiries about health information as well as whether you need to see a GP, pharmacist or need an ambulance.  Emergency calls must be made to 999

